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ADVERTISEMENT. 



1 HIS Eflay was written in confe- 
quence of perufing the following 
Extra6t from the proceedings of the 
French Convention, dated Nov. 7, 

1793- 

A letter was read, figned Parent, 
Reftor of Boffie la Bertraude, Nov. 
4th. In this letter the writer owns, 
that revealed Religion is a mere 
impofture, and that, renouncing its 
tenets, he only means to preach, 

A henceforth. 
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henceforth, the principles of 
publican morality. The Conv( 
tion, after a fhort debate, decn 
honourable mention of this lett 
Gobet Archbifliop of Paris, attei 
ed by his Vicar, alfd abjured 
epifcopal fiinftions and revea 
religion (loud cries of vive la 
publique refounded at this n 
ment through the hall). The An 
bifliop was followed by the Reft 
Tangiard, and feveral others, w 
imitated the apoftafy of the Arc 
bifhop of Paris, were received w 
ho lefs applaufe, and with the ci 
kifs of the Prefident. 

When Revelation is attacked, 
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Co daring and unexampled a man- 
ner, by men grown gpcy in their 
former profeffions a[ attachment 
to ity it is hardly pof&ble not to 
notice, and endeavour to check, 
fuch impious fidfehood, and fuch 
Judas-like apoftafy. 

Treatifes on theological fubjecb 
are fometimes fo prolix, that the 
avocations of men will not allow 
fufficient time for their perufal. 
To avoid this objection, inflead of 
detaining the reader by a minute 
and particular hiftory of Paganifin, 
fuch an outline of it has only been 
taken, as was neceflary to form a 
contrail between the morality and 

theology 
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theology of mankind, before, and 
fince revelation ; and from that 
contrail to deduce the neceffity, 
the ufe, and beneficial tendency, of 
revealed Religion. 
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IN this Effay, an attempt will be 
made to prove, that a revela- 
tion of the Will and Attributes of 
the Deity to mankind was abfolutely 
ncceflary, to vindicate the honour 

B of 
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of God's Name on earth, and to 
promote the temporal and eternal 
happinefs of manj and that, by' 
the doftrines of Revelation, thefc 
important objefts have been eflen- 
tially accomplifhed.— It has been 
ufually -and juftly remarked, that 
revealed religion was neceffary from 
man's theological ignorance : in the 
foUowing^propofition, an endeavour 
will be made to prove that it was 
no lefs requifitc from the depravity 
of his paflions. 

Proposition L 
An idolatrous worfhip was fb 
favourable to the temporal in- 
terells of man^ and to the indul- 
gence 



[ 3 ] 
gcnce of his criminal paflions, that, 
however ofFenfive to God, or how- 
ever human reafon might deteft 
and defpifc its errors, it would 
ncverthelcfs have continued for 
ever the public and external wor- 
(hip of the world, unlefs it had been 
interdiftcd, and its folly and impi- 
ety expofed, by an exprcfs com*- 
munication of the will of God to 
man. 

The revelation of the will and 
attributes of the Deity, promul- 
gated to the world by Mofes 
and our blefled Saviour, having 
been made by the e^tprefs appoint- 
ment of. God, it is neceflarily 

B 2 immutable 
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immutable and cverlafting. It is 
founded on a rock^ and remains 
impregnable, however aflaulted. It 
defpifes equally, the malevolence 
of Hobbes, the infidious arguments 
of Bolingbroke, the fneer of Gib- 
bon, the vanity of French writers, tHe 
apoftacy of French priefts, and the 
l)lafphemy of French conventionifts. 
It wants no foil or collateral fupport. 
It Ihines, like the fun, from its 
own original, and not from any bor- 
rowed light. Its fplcndour is not in 
the leaft augmented by refleftion, 
or by the praftice of thofe, who en- 
deavour to enhance and appreciate 
its value, by an unfair reprefenta- 
tion of paganifin. Thofe who are at 

all 
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all converfant with the theological 
opinions of the ancient philofophers, 
and efpccially with thofc of Plato 
and Cicero (which were diflemi- 
nated through Greece and the Ro- 
man Empire), are fo far fom confi- 
dering the literate pagans as wholly 
ignorant of the nature of God, that 
they are aftonifhed -to obferve how 
high a flight human reafon was per- 
mitted to fear, in the difcovery of 
His attributes (a). And though 
there .was much theological know- 
ledge effential to the glory of God, 
and the welfare of man, which the 
wifeft pagan philofophers did not, 
nor ever could, know, for want of 
an exprefs revelation ; yet they 

B 3 knew 
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knew enough to incur this fevcre 
ccnfurc of St. Paul : " (t) When 
they knew God, they glorified 
Him not as God, but changed the 
glory of the uncorruptible God 
" into an image made like to cor- 
" ruptible . man, and to birds and 
** bcafts and creeping things// Their 
knowledge was their crime ; for 
whilft all the literate men of Egypt, 
Greece, and Rome, knew in their 
hearts that there was only one fu^ 
preme God, they concealed this 
knowledge from the illiterate, from 
fecular and worldly motives ', and 
fufferedHis glory to be profaned in 
the mod (hocking manner, by an 
idolatrous worlhip equally blafphe- 

mous 
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mous and afafuid; encouraging 
this worflup by cztcniaflf joining 
in i^ dioc^h tbcy mxenaBj defiled 
ic The learned Dr. Cudwoith, in 
his Intellc&ual Syftem, has taken 
the pains to niake extraAs from 
the writings of every Poet and 
Phikifi^shcr of chai:a&er both Greek 
and Roman; in which he proves 
that, Epicurus alone excepted, they 
uniformly aflcrt the Unity and Su- 
premacy of the (c) Deity; and 
thoi^ diey all (Socrates and Plato 
equally with other Philofophers) ad- 
mit a plurality of Gods, (dj they 
univerfally fuppofe thefe Gods to 
be in fubjcfkion to the fupreme 
Deity. This important point is 

B 4 rendered 
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rendered indilputably clear from 
the information communicated bjr 
the Hierophant^ or high Prieft of 
the Eleufinian myftcrics. Whoever 
was initiated into thefe myileries> 
(and all literate people were) was 
exprefsly informed of the unity 
and omnipotence of the Deity ; 
and that all other nominal Gods 
were only dead men deified. But 
though the literate pagans poQefTed 
this knowledge of God, the illi- 
terate (the bulk of mankind) did 
not, but were at all times, till the 
eftablifliment of Chriitianity, in a 
ftate of grofs idolatry. The Canaan- 
ites paid divine homage to De- 
vils, and facrificcd their children 

in 
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in a brazen image to their idol 
Moloch. They were guilty of fuch 
horrid, fuch unnatural vices^ as at 
laft attraded the exemplary ven* 
geance of God, and caufed their ex- 
tirpation. The Egyptian priefts in-' 
deed had all the knowledge of God 
communicated by the Eleufinian 
myfteries, thefe myfteries being of 
Egyptian origin : but the people of 
Egypt in general profaned the wor- 
fhip of God, in a manner fcarcely 
credible. They worlhipped all forts 
of animals as God. Thefe animals 
were placed in temples, and main- 
tained, as Diodorus informs us, at 
an extravagant expence. The bull 
Apis, he affirms, had magnificent 

Tfcmples 
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Temples cre6led to him ; at his 
death all Egypt^went into mourn- 
ing;, and he wais buried with funeral 
pomp at an immenfc charge. Such 
was the fcnfeicfs idolatry of rise 
"Egyptians. 

The th^ogy of the Greeks was 
neither fo horrid as that of the 
Canaanites^ nor io abfurd as the 
Egyptian, though ic partook of 
both ; for in the ^ latter ages of 
Greece, they offered human facri- 
fices, (e) and worihipped men and 
women as Godis and GoddefTes. 
With refpeft to the Romans, they 
were never guilty of immolating 
the human fpecies; but, in common 
withtHe Egyptians and Grecians, 

they 
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they paid divine worfhip to men 
and women, to fuch monfters even 
as the emperors Caracalla (f) and 
Commodus, and die emprels Fau- 
ftina. — Both profane and lacred hif- 
tory defcribe the Romans, in their 
mod enlightened age, to have been 
plunged into every fpecics of 
wickednefs that can be imagined. 
And though Horace and Juvenal 
may be (lippofed to exaggerate in 
the defcripdon of their immoralities, 
it cannot be imagined St. Paul 
iho^ld do fo. In his firft chapter to 
thefe people, he tells us of their 
idolatry and abominable excefles; 
that they changed the truth of. 
God into a lie, and worfhipped and 

fcrvcd 
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fervcd the creature more than the 
Creator ; that their very women 
did change the natural ufe into that 
which is againit nature ; and the 
men, leaving the natural ufe of the 
woman, burned in their luft one to- 
ward another, men with men work- 
ing that which is unfcemly: that . 
they were filled with all unright- 
eoufnefs^ fornication, wickednefs, 
covetoufncfs, malicioufnefs, full of 
envy, murder, debate, deceit, ma- 
lignity, &c. &c. 

In this miferahle and depraved 
(late was the firft and greateit nation 
upon earth ; the lower clafs wholly 
ignorant of the nature and attributes 
of God, and the higher clafs wal- 
lowing 
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lowing in the groffcft fenfuality, 
like brute beads. Surely the honour 
of God*s moral government of the 
world was concerned in a reforma- 
tion of this ihocking and deplorable 
ftate of morality and religion : for 
if the worlhip of God was always 
to have continued in this degrad- 
ed ftate, a (late that di(honoured, 
nay infulted God, inftead of glo- 
rifying him, it feems as if it 
would have been much better that 
man, like the brutes, fhould not 
have been endued with the privi- 
lege and faculty of worfhippingHIm. 
And fince,- by a trial of the reafon 
of man, during a period of four 
thoufand years, it was evidently in- 

competent 
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competent 'to the difcovery of a 
mode of worlhipping God in fpirit 
and truth, which God requires to 
be done, it appears no lefs neccflary 
for His own honour, than it does 
for the welfare of nian, that God 
fliould be pleafed to reveal His will 
to theworld, and that He fhould in- 
form, not a few Philofophcrs only, 
butall His creatures, of the particu* 
lar way in which He chofe to be 
worfhipped. God in His mercy to 
mankind was pleafed to do thisj 
otherwife there can be no doubt that 
the human race, till this prefent time 
and for ever, would have continued 
in an idolatrous ftate. For though 
the Egyptian priefts were fuffi» 

cicntly 
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ciently informed of the glorious 
e0ence, the omnifcience, and omni- 
potence of God, to have inftrudled 
the lower claflfes of mankind^ at 
lead fo far as to have prevented 
their affronting Godj by worfhip- 
j>ing dogs and crocodiles; and 
though the Greeks and Romans 
were libewife fufficiently informed, 
Co have prevented the horrid, ob- 
fcene, and blafphemous wor(hip 
that was paid to thofe fenfual and 
iafcivious deities, Bacchus, Venus, 
and Cotys j yet, without the pecu- 
liar interpofition and intervention 
of God, it cannot be juftly ima^ned 
chat an attempt even would have 
been made to aboliih idolatry. Th 

reafon 
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reafon on which this idea is |)arti- 
Cularly founded is^ becaufe the abo- 
rtion of it militated againft three of 
the moft powerful paflioiis of the 
human heart. It militated againft 
the pleaiiires, the amlntion, and 
the political intereft of the kings, 
princes, and great men of the 
world. As to their lafcivious and 
ienfual pleafures, they were irather 
encouraged than prohibited by the 
pagan theology; and the practice of 
them was juftified by the example 
of the Gods ; it being a proverbial 
expreflion among the Romans, when 
blamed for the commifiion of any 
flagrant crime, "Why doyoucenfurc 
** me, when you acknowledge that 

" the 
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** the Gods do the fame ?'* And in 
one of the comedies of Arifto- 
phanes, the fame execrable and 
abominable expreflion is uttered on 
the ftage. — With refpeft to the 
ambition of their kings and princes, 
pagan theology was favourable to it 
in the higheft degree, as they were 
flattered with divine honours being 
paid to them, fometimes whilft 
alive, and, after their death, with 
being ranked in the number of the 
Gods. — In regard to their power 
and political incereft, it was equally 
fupported by pagan theology, from 
the fuperititious fubjeftionj and 

I 

Ihameful impofition, which they 
continually exened, and pradifed 

c on 
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on the minds and underftandings 
of the vulgar, by their oracles, di- 
vinations, and auguries. There is 
great reafon to believe chat thefe ^ere 
only fo many date engines to in- 
fluence and fubdue the minds of the 
lower claifes of the people to what- 
ever purpofes they pleafed: (gjfox 
the great pontifical o£Bce in Egypt, 
Greece, and Rome, was always exe- 
cuted by the firft perfon in thefc 
refpefti ve empires : and in every 
ftate, there is, and always muft be, fo 
clofe a connexion between its fecu- 
lar and religious government, that, 
it is fairly to be prefumed, whenever 
Julius Csefar (who was himfelf Pon- 
tifex Maximus) or any other empe- 



ror. 
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ror, had determined on fome war- 
like exploit, care was taken that 
the foldiery (hould be informed the 
pullets had pecked their grain, and 
the bull had wagged his tail, in fuch 
I manner as prognofticated fuccefs 
to the undertaking (bj. 

The intercft of the men of rank 
Kras likewife materially concerned 
in fupponing paganifm, from the 
iraft patronage it gave them, and 
from the power they confequently 
bad) to provide for their friends 
and dependents. Hefiod tells us 
there were thirty thoufand Gods in- 
habiting the earth, who are fubjedb 
of Jupiter and guardians of men ; 
and one of the Roman Poets f^- 

c 2 caftically 
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caftically obferved, there were more 
Gods than" men in Rome. The pa- 
gan worfhip was likewife extremely 
coftly and fplendid. Without 
reckoning the lucrative inftitution 
of the Eleufinian myftej-ies^ for 
initiation into which money was 
paid, every God had a fet of priefts. 
Their number therefore muft have 
been exceedingly great; and the 
patronage in proportion. For the 
abovementioned reafons, men of 
power and rank would have been 
averfe to the abolition of idolatry ; 
and the lower clafles of the people, 
though from different motives, 
would have been equally fo. We 
may obferve from the Afts of the 

Apoftles 
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Apoftles how much Demetrius the 
filverfmith oppofed the do&rines 
of St. Paul, and how much he was 
alarmed, left, by the extinftion of 
idolatry, he (hould be prevented 
from making his 01ver (brines for 
the Temple of Diana: and we may 
be confident that there were not 
only Demetrius's but ftatuaries, and 
a great variety of artificers, in every 
other city as well as Ephefus ^ whofe 
livelihood depended on a worihip 
which was fo coftly and magnifi- 
cent j every one of whom would 
equally have oppofed its fuppref- 
fion. 

But the pagan worihip was not 
only in the higheft degree coftly and 

c 3 magnifi- 
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maghiHaent; it wsis likewiie ex- 
tremely joyous and flattering to the 
fenfes. The number of feafts and 
holydays they were perpetually 
making to their numerous Gods and 
Goddeffes was aftonifhingly great. 
Thefe were celebrated in a manner 
very much calculated to captivate 
and delight mankind. The choiceH 
of their meats, fruits, and wines were 
offered in their facrifices, and what- 
ever was not immediately ufed in 

facrifice was afterwards partaken of 

• . . . . 

by the worftiippers, after the rtlan- 
ncr of a modern feaft. For tliis 
purpoie^ a large t^ble was always 

* * * 

placed in the middle of their (j) 
temples 5 and this feaft was fre- 
quently 
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quendy attended with mufick and 
dancing. When they facrificed ta 
Bacchus, itwas apart of their religion 
to drink till they were intoxicated j 
and Plato in his Book of Laws jut 
tificsthisTenfual praftice.-^Suppof- 
ing it therefore poflible for the ru- 
lers of the pagan world to have known 
a religion as pure as the religion of 
Chrift, they would neither have had 
power nor inclination of themfelves 
to have difclofed it to the vulgar, 
or to have introduced it into gene- 
ral ufe, without an entire alteration 
in their own hearts, and afFeftions, 
and likcwife in thofe of the lower 
daflcs of the people. 

It is very remarkable, and an 

c 4 argument 
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argument ftrongly in favour of reve- 
lation and of the peculiar interpofi- 
tion of God> that Plato (hould di- 
reftly aflcrt, *' It is very difficult to 
know God> but abfolutely impof- 
fible to reveal him to the vulgar." 
Neither could the priefts have ef- 
fedted any material change in pagan 
worfhip, had they had it in their 
power, or been fo inclined. Before 
they could have attempted the in- 
trodudbion of a pure religion, they 
mud at lead have preached a pure 
morality, which they could never 
do, whilil the populace believed 
that their Gods had fenfual paffions 
like men, and indulged them in 
the lame way. (k) If they preached 

temperance. 



C 15 1 

temperance, how were they to cele- 
brate the fcaft of Bacchus? if chaf- 
tity, they infulted Venus and Cotys. 
The pagan priefts, however, were 
very unlikely to attempt any thing 
of this kind, if we may credit the 
chara6ter Juvenal gives of them in 
his fecond Satire: neither would 
the accumulated knowledge of 
mankind, difleminated through the 
medium of comrnerce, and lince 
by the art of printing, have been 
able to diffufe fuch information as 
would have extirpated idolatry. As 
to commerce, it exifted from the ear- 
lied times, and prevailed in a very 
high degree in the remoteft ages. 
(I) And though the art of printing 

was 
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was not invented, all the theologi- 
cal and moral knowledge of which 
the world was in poffeflion, was well 
known and univerfalljr divulged. 
There were great libraries^ fiich 
as the Alexandrian, &c for general 
and public refort. (m) Exclufive of 
whichj hiftory acquaints us, that 
every nian of rank, both in Greece 
and Rome, kept feveral flav<?s, for 
the exprefs purpofe of copying fuch 
books as were Worthy of pefufal. 
Thefe flayes, after they had taken 
copies for their matters, had per- 
miffion» to take other <:opies for 
themfelves, which they fold at a 
moderate price : fo that if the 
truths of (heology cdiild have been 

difcovcred 
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difcovered by man, they would have 
been generally known, at leaft by 
learned men. The faft is, the hu- 
man mind has an intelle6hial power 
given it only to a certain degree : but 
that this power is naturally very un- 
equal even to the inveftigation, and 
ftill lefs equal to the difcovery, of 
things of a celeftial nature, we 
may gather from our Saviour's con- 
verfation with Nicodemus : " If,** 
fays our blefled Lord, " I have 
" told you earthly things and you 
" believe not, how (hall ye believe 
« if I tell you of heavenly things ?*' 
The truths of the Chriftian religion 
are of a nature much too perfeft, 
too pure, and too fublime, to be 

difcovered 



[ as 3 

difcovered by fucb a fallen animal as 
man. Can the united wit of all man- 
kind tell us what the feelings of the 
ibul will be, or in what ftate it will 
be^ on its immediate dilunion from 
the body ? As revelation docs not 
inform us, the realbn of man can 
tell us nothing on this fubjed: ; nor 
could it any more have told us, that 
wc were created in the image of 
God ; that this life is a ftate of pro* 
badon $ that God hath appointed a 
day in which he will judge the 
world ; and (hofc other great truths 
which He has been pleafcd by re- 
velation to communicate to the race 
of men. 
If the premifes intended to be 

cftabliihed 
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cftablifhed in this PropoHtion are 
admitted, this conclufion will fol- 
low, that the impure and idolatrous 
worlhip . of the heathen world, 
though in the higheft degree dif- 
graceful to God, inglorious to man, 
and inimical to his real welfare, yet 
was fo agreeable, in a variety of 
particulars, to the intereft and fen- 
fual paflions of the higheft and 
loweft clafles of mankind, that 
even if man had had the power, as 
he would have confidered it contrary 
to his intereft, he never would have 
attempted its abolition. Confe- 
quently there never would have 
been a reformation of idolatrous 
worihipj unlefs it had been effected 

by 
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by the immediate interpofition of 
God, and an exprefs revelation of 
His will; therefore revelation was 
neceffary. That there was this in- 
terpofition a candid and reafonable 
mind would be convinced even from 
this fingle faft, were there no other, 
that the dodrines of Cbrift, which 
were promulgated to the world by 
twelve illiterate men, prevailed in 
fuch a manner as to become the na- 
tional religion of the mod enlight- 
ened part of the globe, when the 
emperor Julian could not eftablifh 
the oeconomy of Plato's rcpublick 
even in a village, though he em- 
ployed philofophers, and men of 
the greatelt eloquence^ to influence 

the 
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the inhabitants to conform to it. 
Further, that t!iefe illiterate men in- 
culcated a religion, whofe doftrines 
required a renunciation of the reli- 
gion in which the pagan had been 
educated from his infancy ; and like- 
wife required his relinqniftiing al- 
mbft every thing that was flattering 
and agreeable to his worldly intereft, 
his ambition, and his fenfes^ with- 
out offering him any thing in this 
world for fo very great a facrificc. 
In reality a greater abfurdity never 
yet entered the human mind than 
the fuppoiition, that the religion of 
Chrift ihould eftablifh itfclf, with- 
out fupematural means> when -its 
founders were without wealthy pow- 
er. 
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I er, education or party ; and its < 

ponents pofTelTed all thefe advs 
^tages. There is fo manifeft a d 
proportion between the caufe a 
the effedb, that it is impoffible 
accede to fo extravagant, fo roma 
tick, a conclufion, entirely contn 
to reafon, to experience, to prot 
bility, and to the natural courle 
human affairs. 

Proposition II. 
Revelation was necelTary fro 
man's previous ignorance of Go< 
attribute of goodnefs, and of the 
perfonal obligations he is under 
God fo diftindtly revealed in t 
Scriptures. It was neccflary fro 

mai 
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man's prior ignorance of his origin, 
probationary ftate, and deftiny; 
from his ignorance of the true na- 
ture T)f humanity and of ambition ; 
and from his inability to worfhip 
God in fpirit and in truth. Its ne- 
ccffity is inferred likewife from the 
jufticc of God ; for man being an 
accountable agent, it is juft and 
neceffary he (hould be furnifhed 
with fome rule or ftandard of con« 
duft, as a criterion for his prefent 
atftions and his future judgment. 

The literate pagans had very fub- 
lime ideas of the omnifcience, om- 
nipotence, and ubiquity of the fu- 
preme Deity i yet they knew him 
only partially> as a man would the 

D fun 
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ibfl who had never feea its meridiao 
glory, but only its rays through « 
grove of trees : they were ignoraac 
pf one of his mod important attr^ 
butes, and which it was impof&blc « 
niere human reafon ever could dif- 
cover — I mean God's attribute of 
gobdnefs; His afFedion to the hu*^ 
man race \ without- which know-; 
ledge all religion is at befi: merely 
ceremonial, and without any vital 
cffed J for without a firm belipf ill' 
the goodnefs of God, it is impoflible 
either to love Him, or to worftip* 
Him in fpirit and in truth. Defti* 
tute of this knowledge, the pagnnf 
muft have been in a moft comfort- 
lefs fituation *, they found (hem* 

felves 
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placed m a vorid: without, 
dnr. confent^ and without any 
kiK>wie{%e of their ORgitw Th^ 
workl diejr were confcious they muft 
qokv witiKHit any knowledge of 
tfadr deftiny* They found them- 
felves liable to ntunberlefs difeafes 
of ixxly, and various affli&ions of 
mind. They iaw fortune inconftam^ 
virtue degraded, and vice triumph- 
ant ; which induced one of their 
phibibphers to remark^that the un« 
interrupted good fortune of the rob^ 
ber Hai|>alus was a-direA teftimony 
agwift the juftice of the Gods» 
Indeed they had real reafon to con- 
fider Ufe as mere vanity; and one of 
the beft Ronian Emperors^ Severus^ 

D 2 pailed 
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pafled that cenfure on it, ^^ I have 
** been all things, and found them 
*^ all without value." Having no 
alTurance of future happinefs to 
counterpoife their prefent evils^ they 
had little or no reafon to imagine 
that their comfort was at all con- 
fulted in their creation; and indeed 
they carried this idea to fo criminal 
a lengthy that it was their common 
cuftom in great inftances of ill for- 
tune to curfe their Gods. Love of 
God is the noblefl: afFe£tion in the 
heart of man. But the reafon of 
m^n muft firfl: be convinced that 
there are adequate caufes for this 
love^ or it will not exift at all : his 
reafon muft likewife ferioufly refled 

on 
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on thofe caufes, or it will Have no 
radical depth, or produce any elFcft 
on his heart. Thus revelation was 
ablblutely neceflary, becaufe that 
alone could inform man of thofe 
perfonal obligations to God, which 
are the chief caufes, I may fay the 
only natural foundation, of love to 
Him ; the beft ftimulus, and mod 
rational motive of fervent worlhip, 
and indeed the very eflence of true 
religion. Accordingly it is fo con- 
lidered by St. John, who obferves, 
" Wc love God becaufe He firft 
^' loved us." May I be permitted 
to illuftrate, by the following fimile, 
the different manner in which the 
mind of a Pagan and a Chriftiah 

D 3 may 
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fiiay he rationally knagined to be 
affe^bed tawards God ? Suppoibaa 
officer id the army of a pawerfol 
king, «ii& fliQuld every day be wis- 
neb of his grandeuF, ftf99cr, and 
poHttcal &gacity : the proper eflFed^ 
g6 ^fk being only admiratibn. or 
&ar) k€ might ferve this, ptjnce fisr 
y«ajrs wkhpufi feeHng th« leaft hMre 
fyp Yum. But let him take pardcii*. 
h» notice of hin^ pix)mote hnn, 
and at all timcs^ ^xprefs an aofidom 
and a» affei£tioi\afie coacet;D 6xi hk 
iBtered^ and, in addition to^ his ad- 
miration of the pow4:r and' grandttor 
of hi& kipg^ a new pa0k)0 is oreacedl 
in his. mind. Con&ious: o£ his per* 
^Mial obligations^ and of die proo& 

of 
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of ftflfeftion he ha* received, he loves 
hJaf tno^rch, ^nd is ready to facri- 
fice his life to prove his attach- 
tMnt 

'The beft informed pagans were 
^orant of the anxious and affec- 
tionate concern which the Scrip- 
tures every where defcribe God to 
have for the human fpecies. They 
knew not th^c amiabk attribute 
which He was plcafed to proclaim 
of hinaielif whei> Mofes^ was per- 
mitced to fee His glory. " And the 
** Lord dcfeendcd in the cloud, and 
" ftood with him there, and pro- 
^ claimed the liamc of the Lord, 
** and^ the Lord paffed by befoie 
*^ him, ami proclaimed the Lord 

D 4 " God, 
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<' God^ merci&I^ and gracious^ long 
^' fufFering, and abundant in good- 
•* nefs and truth ; keeping mercy 
** for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, 
" and tranfgreflion, and fin." They 
knew not, that God fo loved the 
world that. He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in Him Ihould not.perifli, 
but have cverlafting life. They 
knew not, that God is a rewarder 
of fuch as diligently feek Him, that 
He remembereth we are but duft, 
and that He pitieth us as a Father 
doth his children. They knew hot 
that, for fuch as acquire an ardent 
love for Him, from a proper appre* 
henfion and confideratipn of His 

mercy. 
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mercy» difplaycd in their crea- 
tion, prefervation, and redemptioHi 
there is referved for them (through 
their Saviour's merits) an eternity 
of happinefs, fuch as eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, nor hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive. They knew not that, though 
we may frequently offend Him, 
and though our fins may be as red 
as fcarlet, on repentance, amend- 
ment, and faith in His Son, He will 
make them as white as wool. They 
knew not that, to fuch as humbly 
folicit iti He will grant his grace, 
and lend His comforter to take up 
his abode with them. They knew 
not, when the mind is torn with af- 

fliftion. 
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fli&ion, that charming confblflAe^ 
which arifes &om the refb^^n .th^ 
the wofld is govcFned by an ailr 
merciful and giacious, as w^ a$ 
an almighty God^ ^o can and; wi^ 
in a future life, abundantly vcQOfk^ 
penie its prefent forrows; neiihcf 
did they know thequie^^id petcc# 
the mind receives in its diftr^ 
from. that coafc^ng addi^& of. ow 
jbldTedr Saviour^ fo AiU of benigpity 
and condcii^eii^on) '^ Qom^ ui«« 
Rie all ye that travail ai^d arc^ 
heavy lado^i and^ I wiU gire you 
** reft." Of thefe important points 
of knowlejdge they were entirely 
Ignorantv Their wifcft PhxlofcH 
phcrs knew not any one of them j 

yet 
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yet k there not a peafiuit m Eu* 
rope; wilic& it he fais^^own £iuit, but 
may hnoir them fft) ^JH^ Hiftory 
fineljr dbcidates the differexee bii- 
tMt:tm the ki«*c and attachmrht 
tkemntoi God fajr pagans, and thofc 
vrikiftaii^e heea fiuroured with a di^ 
vine reirehtioa;. Ham manjr tkrnj^ 
£u3Dd Jeva aniChriftiiEUB hisv<e tvm* 
ccAdanar hsvc said aeaS j&r God bf 
fij&vmg' death,, cathw than diJQia^ 
nous Hind, bf profane and. idolau 
tniiia WGdS»pr! Bncvfaat pagan evrer 
Saai (ScDcrates: alone excepted^ 
Tlie Eifiyeror Ca%uiai oniered faia 
Htsam tor be j^aced in the temple 
at Jernfalem:: but the Jena refifled 
the: onlcr ii- fbtdsteimined and ioK 

trepid 
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trepid a manner^ as obliged that 
ferocious prince to abandon his at- 
tempt. Yet how tamely did die 
Emperor Julian, in his own prc- 
fence, fufier his general Valendnian 
(a converted pagan, and afterwards 
Emperor) to ftrike the High Priefti 
even at the altar, becaufe he iprih- 
kled Valentinian with unholy wa- 
ter ^ as Julian was worfhipping I 
And when it -was publickly debated 
in the fenate of Rome, whether the 
Pagan or Chriftian Reli^on ihould 
prevail, and become the eftablifhed 
aiid ' national religion, all the fena- 
tor s^ ftcquiefced in the will of Theo- 
doGus, and abandoned their gods 
and that religion in which they had 

been 
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been educated, withoyt any material 
effort or ftruggle. 

In this place it may not be im- 
proper to pay due homage to the 
good and brave, as well as wife, 
Socrates; who^ perhaps^ was the 
only pagan that rifked, and re^ly 
loftj his life, for his attachment to 
God ; . and becaufe he would not 
fuffer His name to be profaned* 
Dr. Cudworch,. in. his Intelleftual * 
Syftem, has proved, that the idea 
of Socrates' fuffering death for de- 
nying a plurality of Gods is a vul- 
gar error. Like the reft of the li- 
terate paganSj he believed in a mul- 
tiplicity of Deities; at the fame 
time, that he believed all thefe 

Deities^ 
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Dcities» as well at men, to be vMier 
the abfolute controul of onlr fin 
premc God; Socraces himfelf in. 
ferms QSy in PIiW^'s I^udiyphtxH^ 
that the itcaibn of bis accuGitbn ^as 
the free and open manner in 
he condemned thofe traditions con- 
cerning the God3, wherein diflM>* 
neft and unjuft aft ions were impute 
ed to them. For vHien Eticbyphfoii 
accuied his own father of murder 
(in committing an liomidde to fvi^ 
ion, who happened to die there )>' 
and would have jn(Ufied hin^ctf by 
the example of the Gods, becaufe 
Jupiter conunitted his father Satum^ 
to pri&a for derouring his fons^ 
Socrates thus addreffi» him : '^ U 

«* not 
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*' not ($) this the very thing, Eu- 
^* thyphron^ for which I am ac--^ 
«^ ci^Cid ? namely, becaufc when I 
** bear any pne affirming fuch mat« 
** ten a$ the& concerning the Gods^ 
*« I ^un very loth to believ.e them ; 
'* and hefi(ate not publickly to de- 
'« clare my diflike of them." The 
zeal of Socrates, and the fublime 
ideag he entertained of God^ would 
not fuSer him to bear patiently the 
profanation of His name; he there- 
fore ridici)!^ and publickly ex^ 
prefled hU di&pprobation of thofe 
poe^ck traditions (believed at that 
time by the vytgar) in which all 
manner pf unjuft and immoral ac- 
tipos were imputed %o the Godhead. 

Thus 
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Thus tx> his zeal and attachment to 
God (combined with the cnvyvof 
the fophifts) may be afcribed his 
perfecution, and the lofs of his life. 
The unjufl death he fuffered feems 
to have been avenged by a parti- 
cular interference of providence; 
for very foon after he was poifoned> 
the Athenians repented their having 
put to death fo inn<>cent and good 
a charaden Their-kmentation fdr 
his lofs was as general, as th^ir-coav 
demnation of him had been plibr 
lick* The fchools^ and places . of 
exercife, were ordered to be ihiit^ 
a ftatue was erefled to his memoryj^ 
bis-accufers were profecuted ;; :Me-r. 
licus was torn in pi^f es^v AttytN» 

was 
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was expelled from the Heraclea, 
where he had (hekered himlelf s all 
the abettors of the confpiraqr againft 
him were looked upon as accurlcd; 
and they were reduced to fuch de« 
fpair, that many of them were guilty 
of fuicide. 

With refpeft to a future ftate, 
when it is confidered that the only 
data on which the pagans could be- 
lieve in it, were (umifhed merely by 
(he.reaibn of man, it is not at all 
furprifing that they ihould have 
had fuch confufed ideas concerning 
it a9 we know they had. In a mat- 
ter of fo abftradl and mjctaphyfical 
a nature, arbitrary and uncertain 
coi^rlufionfi only could be drawn 

E from 
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frotn fuch iftcdrwia premifes. The 
rcafonof mw, from obfervingihe 
imtid io be independent 6i m^^er^ 
and. from other conjefturcs, aflferN 
ed thte opinit^n, and afligned Ibtne 
pJaufible arguments for a belief in 
it : but the evidence that-Was,. or 
could be, adduced for the truth ^as 
fo litdCj that Bilhop Warburton, 
who collated the opinions of moft 
of the ancient philofophers on this 
fobjeft, confidered Socrates as the 
only one of them that really belicr- 
cd the immortality of the foul. He 
was farisfied^ that, notwithftanding 
the legiflators of all ftatcs promuU 
gated the doftrinc of immortality 
from a convidtion vi its utility, none 

of 
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of them believed it, A mckterni 
writer obfcrvcs on this fubjcft^ 
** We are fufficiently acquainted 
•• with the 'eminent pcrfofis who 
** flouriflied in the age of Cicero- 
" and the firft Casfars, with their 
*• aftionsi their charafters, and their 
•* motives, to be aflfured that their 
^ conduft in this Hfe was never re- 
^ gulatcd by any ferious eonviftions: 
•^ of the rewards or punifhments df 
•* a future ftate," And we are in-i 
formed bjj Salluft, that JuKus Csb^ 
fir, in an addrefs to the Roman fe- 
nate, publickly affirmed, that no 
man of a liberal way of thinking 
believed in it. Now the hiftory of 
our own country, as well as that of 

r E 2 moft 



C 5» ] 

\moft others, incontcftably proves, 
thuc men have regulated the moft ' 
important aftions of their lives by 
the confideration of a future ilate. 
. Sir Thomas More, in the reigq of 
Henry VIILi Larimer and Ridley, 
in that of Queert Mary j; and the 
protefting Bifhop^ in the reign of 
James II. unqueftionably did fo: 
and we are to account for the difi 
fcrent ideas men have had on thia 
important fubjefl, from there- hay- 
ing been no fufficient evidence of 
its truth before. the promulgation 
of. the Gofpel, and quite fuiEcieqt 
fince, to convince all candid ra- 
tional enquirers.* ■. -/■ 

A very remarkable and. ftr iking 

proof 
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pro6f of ihe force and ftrongth <if 
Chfiftian- evidence on this awful 
po^int, and of the wonderfal cfFeft 
it is capable of producing on -the 
human rtiind, was fignally in- 
ftanccd in the perfon of Felix, when 
St. Paul was brought before him. 
No one acquainted with the cha- . 
rafter of Felix can believe that fuch 
a man would have trembled, if the 
orator Tertull^ had addrelied him 
on the fubjeds St. Paul did, and 
cotdd have united in himfclf the 
knowledge of all the heathen poets 
and |)hilofophers J and could have 
added to his own the eloquence of 
all the heathen orators. Felix,. I 
arti convinced^ would have been 

E 3 perfeftly 



[54 ] 

perfedUy at his eafe ; and there 
would have been no vibration of 
his nerves, in ipite of this confbli- 
dated knowledge and blaze cf elo- 
cution. It was the awfulv fublime^ 
and affcfting truths, imparted by 
revelation^ that made him tremble; 
and nothing elfe. — Cicero dleges, 
as the chief reafon why the pagan 
philbfophers di(bclieved a future 
ftate, their utter incapacity to form 
any diftinft idea of mcoi^oreity* 
They faw the body expire, anci 
could hot imagine how • the fotil 
could exift without it; this was a 
difficulty mere reafon never could* 
unravel-: it was an infufmountablc" 
tumbling- block to the heathens." 

i ' Now 
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Now revdation, by teaching that 
the body Ihall rife again with the 
fovl (of which the pagans had not,* 
nor cQuld have, the leaft concep* 
tion)t folves, ¥/ich eafe and fimpli- 
city^ thi$ difficult matter : and our 
Saviour, by a publick exhibition of 
his own body» thus raifed fropi tbfi 
dead, and fo united, fettled this iav 
portant point in a manner that, 
overthrows all doubt and cavil* 
againft it. An elegant writer ob- 
ferves on this fubjed as follows t 
" Before the world was enlightened 
•* by the beams of revelation, p^- 
lofophers endeavoured to caiiy 
their views beyond this Ihoxt 
vale of life ; they ftood upoD. 
.E4 ••the 
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'Vthe abort, and eyed di6 immenfe 
** ocean of eternity that lay befbcie 
'^them-: but clouds and darkneft 
ibon terminated theprofpeft. The 
li^it of the Gofpel haj^ily dif- 
pdkd thofe clouds and that darbk 
'^ nefs, extricated mankind from 
^ the perplexity in vvhich it -was 
*• involved, and opened a cfear and 
*^ luminous vic^w of eternity.** - A 
difcovery of this inftance of tl^ 
great goodricfs of the Deity to the 
humah race, in a full^ clear, and arn<^ 
pie manner, was rcfervcd for the 
Son of God. The patriarchs and 
prophets were highly favoured and 
liighly inlpircd ; and we have rea-* 
fons to believe they themfelvds- 

were 
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'were well kflbfed of a future fliate: 
rbot probably^ in the eftimacion of 
iGod, it was too great an honour for 
any mere human being to commu- 
hicate this important knowiedg^^ 
-generally, to the. world ; it was be- 
yond any degree of in^iration tvet 
conferred on man, even that of th^ 
jgradus-Mofaicus; To inform mati 
diat God will allow him, in a future 
Hfe, the exalted and inconceivable 
privilege of fecmg him face tQ face^ 
of being continuaRy in his prefence; 
and of living for ever, was intellii 
gence of fuch hciaivenly extraftion, 
and of *fo fublime a nature, as was 
worthy the Son of God, and of 
Him only, to whom tTic Father gave 

^: His 
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His fpirit without meafure, to di- 
vulge to the world ; and for which 
communication^ thofe men are of* 
opinion they can never be fuffid- 
ently thankful^ who think on the, 
merciful dealings of God to man ; 
who know the ignorance of the pa- 
gan world as to this momexitous 
point, and the increafed ratio of* 
their own happineis derived from a 
knowledge of it. 

There are a clafs of men who.af- 
fert that a written law^ declarative of r 
God'$ will, is unneceiTary ; bec^iufe 
the intimations of reafon and con- 
fcience are fufficient to impel men 
to^virtuous, and to reftrain them 
frpm>icious adions. But the ab- 

furdity 
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furdity of this idea is proved by the 
praftice of all legiflators, who have 
ever confidered the licentious paf- 
. fions of men as too ftrong to be 
controlled by either reafon or con- 
fcicnce ; arid that nothing but the 
fear of punilhment, or the hope of 
reward; temporal or eternal, is ftrong 
enough to curb them. If mere rea- 
fon and confciencc could have made 
men in general virtuous, it is natu- 
ral to fuppole tke ancient philofo- 
pher» would have been fo : Socrates^ 
Plato, Zeno, and a very few others 
were ; but Ariftotle, in his 2d book 
of Ethics, exprefsly fays, their fcho- 
lars Were not. The major part of 
thefe philofbphers led the molt 
■^ fcandalous 



fcandalous lives ' imaginable $ aiid 
fome of them inculcated the moft 
vicious doftrines ; Diogenes, for 
example, taught that chaftity and 
modcfty were weaknefs of mind; 
and himfelf afted openly in viola- 
tion of both, with an impudence, 
that fet decency ait defiance : and 
Chryfippus, who wais cbnfidered as 
the founder, and moft folid fupport 
of the Stoicks, allowed of the cbni- 
milTioh of inceft, and compofed 
fevcral works filled with the moft 
fhamefulobfcenities. Without par- 
ticularizing any more, whoever 
reads Diogenes Laertius will there' 
find an ample relation of the lewd- 
nels and unnatural vices of thefc 

philofo- 
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philofophcr? : and Cicero, in his 

,Tufculan Quefticns,obferves asfol- 

.Iqws : " Do you ^think that thefe 

^Vthings (meaning, the precepts of 

*' morality) had any influence on 

" thofe men (excepting only a very 

*f few of them), v/ho taught, and 

." wrote, and dilputed about them ? 

." IjJp.^Who is there of all the phi- 

A* lofophers, whofe mind, and life, 

**. and manners were conformable 

' ■ * ■ • -^^ 

•*' to right reafon ? Who ever made 
•' his philpfophy to be the law and 

' * * - • " ' 

** rule of his life, and not a mere 
V. bpaft and (hew of his wit. and 
♦'parts? Who of thern hath ob- 

" ferved his own inftruftions, and 

.J ■ ' ■. ' • 

V ^ved in obedience to his own pre- 

" cepts ? 



«c 



I ^* 3 

cepts? On die contrary, many 
^« of them were flaves to filthy lufts, 
*^ many to piide, many to covct- 
•>.<«ifnefs, &c." But even allow- 
ing.. every ^vantage to this idea, 
^il^t the fuggcftions of reaibn and 
GOfifcience. are fufBcieiit in^ great 
and ftrpng cafes of amoral condud, 
they are certainly in many very im- 
pprtantones infuffici^nr; and- may 
be fo Qver-ruleil by ^education, . and 
ochep caufes, , as to foggeft a crimi- 
nal> inHead of a laudable, career of 
adion. . For example, God requires- 
O.ofhipg more peremptorily from 
m?uri, than that he fhould love mer-. 
cy; that he fhould feed the hun-: 
gry, clothe the naked, and relieve 

his 
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his neighboiu-'s diftrcfs. And from 
the letter, as well as from the Ipirit 
of our Saviour's doftrinc, wc arc 
informed, that every man's condufC 
in thefe particulars will be enquired 
into at the day of judgment i and 
that the beft defence he will be able 
at that time to make, will be 
grounded on his having exerciled, 
whilft on earth, this godlike attri- 
bute erf" mercy. For this refine- 
ment of our nature, we are wholly 
indebted to revealed religion. The 
diAates of nature^ the laws of mora- 
lity, or the beft fyftems of moral ^ 
philofoph^, give but grols and im- 
perfeft definitions of mercy, and 
as imperfeft direflions concerning 

the 
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the cxcrcifc of it. They jxuy be 
compared to a coarfe medicine, 
which afiefts only the larger or- 
gans ; whilfl: the doArines of re- 
vealed religion operate in a very 
different manner. Their influence 
extends not only to our aftions, but 
likjcwife to our words ; and they 
require us to preferve purity in our 
moil fecret and. retired thoughts. 
They not only afl: on the larger or- 
gans, but they penetrate the nerves^ 
affect the iineft fibres of the hearty 
and fulfil God*s promife pf putting 
tjis law in the mind of man. The 
rnoft enlightened pagans, in the 
mod enlightened age, inftead of 
^confidcring the heavenly attribme 

of 



of companion as a perfeftion of. 
the mind* cbnfidered it as^ a great 
weaknefs. Cicero and Senec^ will, 
I prefume, fac allowed to have had 
confciences as well infonned^ as 
much refined, and as fufceptible^ as 
any of die heathens : yet the former 
exprefsly afiirms, that pity is a 
weakneis of the mind> arifing fiiom 
the View of another perfon's mifery~- 
Mifericordia eft aegritudo animi ex 
alienis rebus adverfis. Tuf. DiC lib. 
W. And that by asgritudo he meant 
a diibrder, a wrong ftate of .the 
tmtid, is plain from another { paf« 
iage, where he fays, sgritudo eft 
animi adverfante racione conoac- 
tio : (pj and fpeaking in hi^ Tuf- 

F culan 
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ctilaft QudHons of the 
flbews, he is at a lofs to determine 
whether they were, or were not, 
cruel. Seneca cxpreflcs himfelf 
ftili ftrongerj. affirming that none 
btit bd{hr tempers are fufceptible of 
pity, and that it is the vice of a 
puQlIammous fpirit s Mifericordiam 
omnes boni vitabunt, eft enim 
▼itium pufilli animi. Sen. de Glem* 
lib. ii. In the Grecian 9nd Ro* 
man hiftories^ we ' find numerous 
publick inftances of cruelty, but 
none of mercy that did not pro« 
cced from the interefled views of 
individuals. And as the civil ceco- 
nomy of thefc people is more par- 
ticularly detailed than that of any 

other 
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otha: that cvtr liv^d, wc ffaould 
have been informed cf any of their 
humane eftabtiflimeilts^ had any ever 
exifted^ None of their hiftorians 
cell us that there ever was an hof- 
pital or an alms-houfe in Rome, 
<w Athens : - but they inform us of • 
gladiatorial (hews, exhibited, not 
only on great, but on the moft tri- 
vial occaQons ; in which on an ave- 
rage thirty thoufand men were' 
annually fiippofed to be flain, for 
the Iport and amufement of the 
moft oilightened people then living. 
In thefe exhibitions, it is remarked,' 
that theRoman ladies took more de- 
light than even the men. They in-' 
form us, that multitudes of chil-* 

F 2 dren 
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dren were annually ^xpofed by the 
Romans to perifli by hunger and 
the inclemency of the weather. 
They inform us^ that Ronnan no- 
bles made no fcruple, when their 
flaves were old and paft fervice, to 
order their being left to ftarve on 
an ifland in the Tiber. A revela- 
tion of the will of God, exprefli vc 
of His abhorrence of inhumanity, 
was necelTary to correft fuch fla- 
gitious initances of cruelty; and 
it did correft them : for when the 
Roman Emperors became Chrif- 
tians, they prohibited all thefe 
favage enormities, which doubtleis 
would otherwife have continued to 
this time J as the expofition of 

children 
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children ftill does in the empire 
of China, where the Chriftian re- 
ligion does not prevail. The 
French nation is at this moment an 
aftoniifaing witnefs, as well as a 
ftrong confirmation, ofthe reafon- . 
ableneis of this inflMios^. For 
having fet God at defiance, and re- 
jeded the religion of Chrift, do 
we not fee the flandard of cruelty 
erefted in every part of that wretch^ 
ed ^d devoted kingdom ? Are 
there not the fame bloody profcrip- 
dons, and is there not the fame or 
^worfe tyranny than ever difgraccd 
' the fanguinary reigns of Nero or 
Caracalla? 
la a former argument it was en- 

F 3 deavoujed 
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dearoured to prove, from tlfe i^o^ 
rancc of the pagans with refpe^ to 
God's attribute of gpodnei3> and of 
their perfonal obligations to Hiov 
that they had no love to God** lo 
this a fimilar attempt is made to 
prove they had no charity to man^ 
at lead that they did not confider 
it as an obligatory duty. Thus to 
the va^ous other advantages of a 
revealed religion, is to be whoUy^ 
attributed that benevolence, qv 
good will, to. the human fpeciesy 
which throws an angelick luftre 
over the charafter of every humaa- 
being, that wiK admit its amiahL^. 
and benign influence. 
The next argument I have to 

advance^ 
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adirance, for the neceflity of Reve* 
iatjoOf isy the entire ignorance of 
the heiadien world as to the natyre 
of trve ^pnbirtion, or of the utmoft 
poQible exceHlency to which the 
humasi fpecies is permitted to aA 
pir^. Before the promulgation 6f 
the Goipel^ the objeA of human 
ambition was almofk univer£tlly 
agrieed by kbga and princes to 
CQxifift ia worldly fpliemdQ^^y^ incon^* 
queft». and martial .gk>ry» the pur*^ 
fuk of n^ch, if it did not militate: 
s^gainft the honour and mercy of 
God, it certainly did ag^nft tho 
happinefa of jnam Revelation cor- 
reOs^ this grand a^id fundamental* 
ereor^ by informing . manki^ of 

P4 the 
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the nature of true glory. *^ Thus 
^ faith the Lord^ let not the wife 
^^ man glory in his wifdom> neither 
'^ let the mighty man glory in his 
^^ might; let not the rich man 
<* glory in his riches: hut tec him 
^ that glorieth J glory in this^ t1$te 
^ he underftandeth and kno^eth 
^ me, that I am the Lord, which eiS^ 
^ ercHfe loving kindnefs, jud^eiiii^ 
^ and righteoufnefs in the earthy Ibr 
^ in thefetMngs I delight." Rcvt^*' 
ktion evinces its heavenly natureM^ 
extradion by its fublime intelligence!* 
jkkl by the way in which it definw 
ambition. It informs us that its pro-^ 
per objeft is indeed a fuperior fta;-; 
cion^ but a fuperior flation not in- 

this 
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thb lifc^ but in the nest ; that it 
confifb in the promodon^ not in 
the deftnidion^ of the welfare of 
mankind* Inftead of alfigning the 
ppft of honour to that warlike 
ambition^ whofe dellrudtive agents 
are the raging fire and unrelenting 
iwonly the mild dofbines of the 
religion of Chrift affign it to thoie 
who promote peace, who avoid 
CMWy fpecies of oppreflion, who 
ynftc the fiitherlefs and widows in 
dieir affiidion, who relieve the 
d^befled^ who feed the hungry, 
cbthe the naked, and cuidvate in 
their bceafts an univerfal love to 
nankind* Nor is it at all wonder* 
fid^ that a good and.gracious God 

(hould 
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fhould aflign this amiable and in* 
offenfive career to man^ as it di* 
reftly and immediateiy feconds the 
views of His providence, tsirhicb 
has ever for its obieft the promONi 
tion of man's e0ential happihefi. 
However this definitioa ^ the nai* 
turc of ambition may create st 
fmtle in the features of a warrior 
or a ftatefinan^ wheti cooUj and 
dilpaffionately examined, eidier hy 
the page of hiftofy, the pradke of 
real life, the di^tes of humaxu^ 
and virtue, or the uninfluenced rea^- 
fon of man, it will be found m 
agreeable to all thefe as it is to die: 
word of God. Thus as God waa 
pleafed by the Mofaick diipenfa^* 

tioa 
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tioa to corred the; falfc ideas . of 
man rcfpeding theology,, by the 
Goipel He has been pleafed to cor-* 
reft his faHe ideas pf true glory j 
an4 as by the Mofaick revelation 
he was informed of the excellency 
of bis nature^ by the intelligence 
that he was created in the image oC 
GQd> by the Gofpel he is gra« 
cioufly infii)rmed to what end and 
objeft that excellency n[)ayaipire^ 
no lel^ than to eternal life^ to glory» 
honour, aixd immortality. As futh 
a glorious deftiny is oflfered to the 
ambition pf man^ it feen)s perfedly 
inconliftent with> and abfolutely 
contrary to^ the very nature of this. 

ibajcing pal&pnj to be cgintent with. 

a tittle 
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a little prize^ when it may obtain a 
great one ; to be content with 
that which is mundane and tem- 
porary, when it is allowed the pri- 
vilege of afpiring to that which is 
cdeftial and immortal. More eC- 
pectaily^ when, from the authority 
<^ Scripture, it may beaffirmed, that 
there will be a diftinftion of fta- 
tion, in a future life, as well as in 
l^is. Indeed it feems impoflibk 

* 

to imagine that there will be a pa*- 
dcCt equality of ftation in heaven. 
Such an idea is neither agreeable 
to reafon, nor to the word of God : 
for the former fuggefts that what- 
ever motives induce God to reward 
man at all, the faipe motives will 

induce 
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induce Him to decree that rewartl 
in proportion to his virtue and 
holinefss and the latter precHely 
and partiaikrly confirms this, our 
Saviour declaring; that in his< Fa- 
ther's houfe there are many man- 
fions ; that he that receiveth a 
prophet in the name of a prophet, 
fhall receive a prophet's reward ; 
.and he that receiveth a rightepiis 
man in the name of a righteous 
xtian, (hall receive a righteous 
man's reward : Likewife " I fay iintp. 
^* you/ among them that are bom' 
♦* of women, there hadi not rifca a 
♦* greater than John the Baptift | 
^^ notwithftanding, he that is lead: 
** in the kingdom of heaven is 

** greater 
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^greater than he/* There arc 
feveral other texts to the fame pur- 
{)ort^ which exprefsly aflert a di(^ 
parity of rank iri heaven. Our 
ftation therefore in a future fife wiS 
be precifdy in prqxirtion to our 
degree of excellence in the dif- 
charge of our duty in this ; a def- 
tiny equalljr agreeable to realbn, 
}uftice, and revelation : the, con- 
(idefation of which ought to encir* 
cle'ahd fink deep into the heart 
of eVeyy rational being. 

This fcriptural idea of ambition 
is heavenly and fublime. It hath 
for its objeft the afpiring to the' 
favour of God, by promoting the 
welfare of man. It accordingly' 

propofes 
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I>FOjpofe5 die nobleft cnd^ to be pur* 
iiaed by the nobleft means« In it 
there is neither yanity, vexadon^, 
iior diiappointmeiit ; which can* 
ikh: juftty be faid of any other. 
Indeedy it may be truly affirmed^: 
diat all other ambition, when coni«, 
pared with^is> \$ vairt andfrivo-c 
loasf' temporary and ^eriihable ; 
and. is mother .the prbper obje&» 
fior worihy die dignity' of man's 
nature, to fee his h^ut on* From 
the obfcinr and impeHieift know* 
ledger of die pagans, both of the 
will of God and of a future ftate, 
d^ could not poflibly have enter- 
tained juft notions of true ambidon ; 
nor could it ever have been knowm 

by 
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hf min^ uhlefs it had been revealed 
to him:- accordingly it is among 
the ilrong reafons for the expe- 
diency and neceffity of Revelation; 
Though the prefent race of kings 
may be acquainted with the na- 
ture of true ambition^ in* their 
pradice and purfuit of it, moil of 
them ftft on pagan^ rather than on 
Chriftian principles^ and, as Dr. 
Clarke obferves^ in one of his Ser- 
mons^ do hot feem fo anxious to 
imitate God in His attribute of 
goodnefs, which they might do 
to a great degree^ as to imitate 
that of His power, which they can* 
hot do in any degree. Our Sove- 
reign however is wholly exempt 

from 
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from, any imputation of this kind ; 
as he gives every poffible proof of 
a<5ting on real Chriftian principles. 
Indeed he is a fplendid example to 
other monarchs, of the manner in 
which they ought to reign, to pro- 
mote and preferve the happinels of 
mankind. The univerfal love of 
his fubjedls fo frequently and fo 
ftrongly difplayed, at the fame 
time that it marks the goodnefs of 
his heart, and the wifdom of his 
condud:, is a juft criterion,! and a 
national appeal, to prove that what 
is advanced is not adulation, but 
ftrid: and impartial truth. As to 
mere human ambition, by which I 
particularly arid exclufively mean, 

G felf- 
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fclf- aggrandizement at all hazards 
and events, it is in every refpeft 
direflly the reverfe of that before 
defcribed : inftead of being hea-, 
venly and fublime, it is always. - 
bafe, and frequently diabolical j. it j. 
has for its objeft the promotion of. 
its own felfilh and nefarious views, 
at the expenfe of every duty, moral 
and religious ; there being no af- 
feftion fo tender, no promife fb (b- 
lemn, ho engagement fo obligatory, 
no duty fo facred, that it will nor 
violate, nor any crime fo black, 
that it will not perpetrate, to ac- 
compliih its pqrpofe. Accordingly^ .. 
k meditates the bafeft and moft 
fclfifh ends, which it is prepared to 

purfuc 
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purfuc by the moft criminal means. 
In it there is ufually vexation, dif- 
grace^ and remorfe. And of all 
the depraved paffions of the human 
hearty there is none produftive of 
more mifery to the individual, or 
more extenlive mifchief to fociety ; 
nor is there any charader fo dan- 
gerous in a date, as a man of poli- 
tical confequence, whofe ruling 
paflion is that of felf aggrandize- 
ment at all events, (qj 

The laft argument I have to 
urge under this propoficion, is^ 
that the juftice of God is evidently 
concerned in an explicit revelation 
ofHis will to mankind. Man be- 
ing endued with a faculty of wor- ' 
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fhipping his Creator, i>othing (ccms 
more agreeable to Iiis reafon, or to 
the majefty and dignity of God, 
than that this awful and fublime 
fcrvice fhould be performed in 
fpirit and in truth. It has been 
already endeavoured to afljgn rea- 
fons why the pagans never did, 
nor could worlhip God in this 
manner. The finite reafon of man 
neither could difcover fuch a mode 
of worlhip as was confonant to the 
pure, holy, and infinite nature of 
God J nor could it difcover many 
of the perfonal obligations he is 
under to that gracious and almighty 
Being, which form the true baGs 
of man*s love and attachment to 

Him. 
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Him. Both thefc he only learns 
from revelation; confequently, if 
God requires man to worlhip Him 
in Ipirit and in truth, which He- 
docs, and man can neither difcover 
the manner nor the motives of fuch 
worlhip fufficiently from his own 
rcafon, the juftice of God is con- 
cerned in furnilhing him with 
means to accompli fh the end He ' 
expeds him to perform. Another 
reafon, which ftiews that the juftice 
of God is implicated in a revelation 
of His will, is His having beeit 
pkafed to place man in this world 
in a probationary ftate, and de- 
creed that he Ihall hereafter be 
brought to trial at God's' tribunal, 
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and there made to give account of 

his words and af^ions. God has 

* 

been pleafed to fumifli the brute 
creation with an unerring ijnftind 
for the performance of fuch a<^ons 
as He requires from them : this 
inftindb being incompatible :With 
man's free agency, the juftice of 
God is concerned in providing him 
with a knowledge of His will 
equally . infallible, which He, has 
gracioufly condefccnded to do .by 
His Scriptures. This inftance.of 
God's juftice and mercy to man was 
abfolutcly neceflary; but the dif- 
play of it, though in the higheft 
degree gracious, is not at all won- 
derful. We are . informed that the 

pure 
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pure and -holy dodtrines of the Gof- 
pel arc ultimately to prevail in the 
uttermoft parts of the earth, and 
that the Chriftian religion is finally 
to become that of the whole human 
race. Upon this principle, a reve- 
lation and a religion proceeding 
from God appear indifpenfably ne- 
ccflary ; bccaufe the paflions of 
men would never have permitted 
them to form a pure and holy re- 
ligion, even if their reafon had 
been capable of doing fo. And 
were it poflible to fuppofe that a- 
pure religion could be formed in 
one quarter of the globe, fuch 
are the pride of man, the influence 
of education, and the force of habit 

G 4 and 
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and cuftom, that it is not pofTiUe 
to fuppofe the inhabitants of the 
other three quarters would agree or 
conform to it. It was therefore 
neceffary that a fyftcm of religion, 
fuited to all ages, countries, . and 
degrees of men, fhould be dictated 
by, and proceed from God ; for 
otherwife it is inconceivable that 
one and the fame religion ihould 
ever prevail univerfally. By the 
Scriptures of God, man is amply in- 
formed of every thing necefiary to 
fecure his falvation, and of all thofc 
points of duty, on the performance 
or negleft of which he will here- 
after be tried. In this view of 
man's deftiny, an exprefs and par* 

ticular 
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ticular revelation of the will of 
God appears fo indifpenfably, fa 
unavoidably neceffary, that, con- 
fiftently with our ideas of God's at- 
tribute of juftice, it is impoffible to 
conceive that without it there can 
be a day of judgment, the very na- 
ture of all judgment pfefuppofing 
a previous definition of duty, agree- 
ably to the obfervation of St. Paul, 
** I had not known fin, but by the 
" law ; for' I had not known luft, 
*' except the law had faid. Thou 
" fhalt not covet." The written 
law of the Gofpel is the ftandard 
by which all men, to whom it has 
been revealed, will doubtlefs here- 
after be tried. By which mode, 

at 
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%t the fame time that man will be 
precluded from pleading ignorance 
of his duty, he will be conftrained 
to acknowledge the juftjce of God's 
condu£i: in having been gracioufly 
pleaied to define what He expeds 
man to perform, in charafters fo 
clear, perfpicuous and unequivocal, 
that, unlefs wilfully, it is imp^^ble 
he ihould miftake them.. . 

Proposition JII. 
It is attempted in this propo- 
rtion to prove, that, notwithftaixd- 
ing the imperfcft praftice of its 
doftrines, revelation has been the 
direft and immediate caufe of giv- 
ing glory to God in the higheft, 

and 
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and of communicating peace and 
good-will to man. 

Though the incredulity of fondic 
men, and the vanity, ignorance, and 
immorality of others, may induce 
them to deny the truth of the 
Scriptures, it is however fuUy af- 
certained by the nature of the in- 
formation they communicate, which 
it is quite beyond the utmoft 
ftretch of man's underftanding to 
have reached, though his eflential 
happinefs depended on his pof- 
felling it. Revelation is proved 
to be true by prophecies and mi- 
racles ; by the refurreftion of Chrift, 
by the peculiarity of its dodtrines, 

and 
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and by the great effed of thoTe 
doftrines on the human ntindi 
which have this mark in common 
with all the works ofGod, in cohtra- 
difltindion to thofe of man> that tlie 
more they are ftudied, and the more 
intenfely they are inveftigatcd^ the 
more perfeft* they appear, and the 
more they become the juft objedb 
of our admiration. Grotius ob« 
ferves very fagacioufly, that, it 
was not the intention of God that 
the principles of revealed religion 
ihould have the higheft degree of 
evidence of which a thing is fuf- 
ceptible^ an evidence fo ftrong as 
to overthrow or filence every fpc- 
cious objection 3 but only enough to 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy and convince a wife and 
honcft man, who, without pre- 
judice or pride, in the integrity 
of his heart, fceks the truth, and 
has no other objeft, when it is 
found, than to follow and obey its 
* diftates. If the evidence of reli- 
gion had been as clear as the fun 
at noon day, where would have 
been the value or excellency of 
faith, which is an affedion God 
requires to cxift in the heart of 
man ? and fo much does He re- 



quire it, that, without it. He has 
exprefsly declared it impoflible to 
pleafe Him. In this refpeft God 
demands no more from mankind 
' than they do from each other,, in 
\ all 
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all the focial relations of life. Even 
a feryant is juftly offended with 
unreafonable diftruft, and, without 
mentioning the clofer connections 
of life, fuch as thofe of hulband 
and wife, father and fon, what is fo 
oflFenfive to a man of any honour 
as to doubt his word ? And 
fince God gives fo many vilible 
proofs of His power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs, and all thefe are dilplayed 
in the revelation of His will to man, 
fince God is a God of truth, to 
doubt His word is to offer Him a 
great and unpardonable infult. A$ 
the Scriptures proceed from God, 
they proceed from an infinite na- 
ture, and therefore they muft par- 
take 
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take of that nature, and, like all other 
things which proceed from Him, be 
in fome parts incomprehenfible to 
man, there being no one thing 
proceeding from God in the whole 
creation which the reafon of man 
perfcflly comprehends. The ableft 
natural philofopher may be puzzled 
in the fecond queftion by the moft 
illiterate perfon. So unhappily in- 
deed do the minds of fome men 
appear to be biaffed, that, whilft 
they afcribe their dilbclief of the 
Chriftian religion to its myfteries, 
thofe very men, if there were no- 
thing myfterious in it, would be 
the firft to aflign that as an equal 
reafon for their unbelief. They 

would 
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would then affirm that there was 
nothing in the Scriptures which 
bore the (lamp of God^ or that was 
at all fuperior to the compofition 
of man. It fhould, however, al- 
ways be remembered by them, 
that there is no myftery in rcvela-^ 
tion for which God has not conde- 
icended to affign fome reaibn to ' 
man. God the Father is dcnomi. 
nated in the Scriptures his Creator, 
God the Son his Redeemer, and 
God the Holy Ghoft his Sandifier 
and Comforter. Thus man is in- 
formed of his perfonal obligations 
to each Perfon in the Trinity. As 
to the union of the two natures of 
God and man, it is a myftery fupe- 
rior 
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rior to the comprehenfion of hu- 
man underftanding : but ftill a rea- 
fon is afligned for it, namely, that 
othcrwile mankind could never have. 
received God*« pardon, or have 
partaken of everlafting happinefs. 
Now v/hen it is confidered how 
many millions of human beings 
will enjoy an eternity of happinefs 
in confequence of this union, who 
ftiall prefume to fet bounds to the 
infinite mercy of either the Father 
or the Son, or fay, thefe things 
cannot be true, when the Word of 
God affirms they are fo ? Further,' 
fince it was the pleafure of God to 
reveal His will to man, certainly Mis- 
doing fo by His Son was the mod- 

H powerful 
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powerful and irrefiftible way, and 
the one th^ fuiced :bcft with His 
own dignity. Man i^ declared to 
be . an , accountable bieing ; , and» 
upon, that principle, as I have be* 
fof^ .obfcrved, there muft be a 
ftapdard by .which judgnien( is to 
proceed^ and by which it is to be 
afcertained. The Script;ures are 
that ftandard. If it jbe alledged 
that reafon is fufficient to teach 
man a proper manner of worfhipr 
ping God, or to difcover fpiritual 
truth, hiftory proves that it is not, 
by the idolatrous worihip and by 
the fpiritual ignorance of all ranks 
of men previous to revelation. It 
may with propriety be contended^ 

that 
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that the fcafon of maft is fufficient 
for his conduA ih te0f)p6ral itldt- 
ters : but no onc^ whofe Opiniori i^ 
worth attending to/ Can poflibl^ 
maintain, that it is in fpiricuaTbnes;' 
Socrates, whofe reaibn vl^as pro- 
bably as ftrong as that of moft' 
modern fcepi^cs, particularly and^ 
exprefsly declares k is not fufficieilif. ^ 
In his fecond Dialogue with Ald-^' 
biades, Socrates obferves to him> ' 
that Min^^rva is rCpreftnted in' 
Homer as fcattering the mift that ^ 
covered the eyes of Diomedie,'' 
and' prevented him from diftin- ■ 
guUhing God from man. Thu;^''' 
fays he, ** It i^ neceffary that God' 
" fhould, in^the-firft place, dilperfe" 
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«^ the darknefs which at prcfcnt 
^* covers your foul, and afterwards 
** apply the means by which you 
*' may be able to dillinguifh what 
<^ is evil and what is good ; for at 
*' prcfent you are incapable of 
"doing kr Plato Alcib. IL 

It is objeAed againft the Chriilian 
Religion^ that its truths are only 
known in a fmall part of the globe.- 
The arts and fcienccs are equally 
conBned to that fmall part of the 
globe i but no one, I believe, ob- 
je(5ls to their truth on that account. 
It is fufficient that the Scriptures 
have been jead, and ftudied, and 
their truth rigidly examined, by 
the mod enlightened men in the 

mod 



moft enlightened part of the world i 
not only by the clergy, but by 
Grotius, Pafcal, Locke, Newton, 
Addifon, Milton, Boyle, Bacon, 
and Selden, all laymen; each of 
them diftinguiihed for learning 
and genius, and in acutenefs of 
intelleft not yet furpaffed by any 
men that have been borns and 
that thefe have refpeftively by their 
writings borne teftimony to their 
truth. Confidering the charafters 
of thefe riien, their fupierior degree 
of natural intelledt, and. the high 
improvement of that intclleft, their 
firm and unihaken belief in the 
religion of Chrift, after their ftrift 
and fevere examination of it, is 

H 3 fuch 
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(\i(th z proof of its truch, that if all 
the inha|3i^nt$ of A(ia, Africa, 
fu^ South America . were to di(bcr 
\\tY^ it, .ftiU it would rcroaio qn-r 
^iminiihed} for in the invcftw 
gaciipn $md determination of truth, 
the . authority of fuch competent 
judges is of infinitely greater weight 
^n4 cpnfequence, than that of all 
the cgjledtive unlettered men in 
thofe regions. It is fuSicient to 
l^ti^fy a candid mind^ that the 
truth of the Scriptures has been 
proved by thofe great luminaries 
in theological literature. Stilling-^ 
fleet, Cudworth, Hoadley, Sher-» 
|t>ek, Butler, Jenkins, Clarke^ 
P€)dciridge^ md many other emi-* 

nent 
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nent men of the lad and prelent 
century, whofe cvidi^nce in &vour 
of Chriftianity, however it may be 
difputed, will, I am convinced^ 
never be vanquiftied. Further, it 
is a praAicat proof of the truth of 
Chriftianity, that it is admitted 
and its doctrines praftifed by moil 
men of worth in this country, and 
in Switzerland ; where, I am per-^ 
fuaded, the moral and religious 
ekarafter of man is -exhibited in 
higher perfection, liberty better 
aicertained, underftood, and prac4 
ctfed, and the inteUe6lual powers of 
the mind more improved, than clf^« 
where. 
To the trudi of Chriftiahity it 10 

H 4 oppofed^ 
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oppoTed; that the Mahometan reli- 
-gion prevails in a mcich greater 
ratio, and is much more generally 
pra£tifed. This objeftion has vir- 
tually beeb anfwered already ; for 
probably, out of thofe numerous 
tribes of men who profefs Maho- 
metanifm, not one in ten thoufand 
can read; printing being prohi- 
bited by the Koran : and if they 
could> their ignorance and the 
unimproved ftate of their minds 
IS fuch, that either their aflent or 
diflfeat is not of the lead confe-* 
queace to the credibility of the 
GoipeL Befides, whatever there 
is of worth in the Koran, it is well 
known> is extra£Ved either from the 

Mofaick 
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Mofaick or Chriftian difpenfadpna. 
Further, the MahpiAeUn rt^ligion 
may be* permitted to prevail for 
fome time among fo ignorant and 
rude a people, as their minds may 
pot be fufficiently improved to re- 
ceive the truths of the Golpel -, ef- 
pecially, as wherever the Maho- 
metan religion is admitted, it abo«. 
lifhes idolatry > wLich is one great 
preparatory ftcp to the future in-* 
trodudtion of the GoIpeU Among 
other frivolous objections againft 
revelation, it has been remarked^ 
that Mofes inculcates falfe notions 
of aftronomy. As to all fuch obr 
jeftions, they arc completely an-, 
fwcrcd by Mn Pafcal, who obr 

fervesi 



[ io6 ] 

fbnre$9 that in the revelation <^ His 
will to mankind^ God*s intentions 
were not fo much to innprove the 
tinderftanding of man, that being 
abeadf fbfiiciently perfef^^ as to 
fway and influence his will, and t6 
correct and amend his heart i and 
diat when it effedls this, its pur« 
pofe is accomplifhed :- that therefore 
die Scriptures are not to be confi* 
dered as intermeddling or interfering' 
at all with human fcience. The- 
aftronomy of Mofes was adapted 
to the comprehenfion and grofi 
ideas of his hearers. If he had 
given them a philofophical account 
<jf the folar fyftcm, he would have 
afted abiurdly^ and probably would- 

not 
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not have been believed : but moft 
likely Hq himfdf knew nothing of 
this fyftem •, for though he was in^ 
fpired as to, fpiritual matters^ it 
does not follow, nor was it at all 
neceilary, that he fhould have been 
fb with reipedl to human fcience. 

Another objeAion, but of no 
more real weight dian the laft, is^ 
that before the • promulgation of 
the Gofpcl, the Roman Empire 
arrived at the higheft fummit of 
glory, power, am} fplendour, and 
produced men of the inoft exalted 
chara&ers, who feem to have en« 
joyed as much bappine& as any 
people have fince done^ who have 
been &voured with the advantages 
' of 
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of revelation. No one can deny 
that the power of the Romans 
was enormous : but ancient hiftory 
and modern . times incontcftibly 
prove, that the happinefs of any 
people depends no further on their 
power, than, as that power exifts in 
a fufEcient degree to repel infult 
or invafion; all beyond this is 
perhaps only a fnarc to any ftate* 
Indeed, fo far is the exiftence or 
"welfare of a ftate from depending 
on inordinate power, that fuch 
inordinate power has ever been 
the fundamental caufe of the de- 
ftruftion of all the great monarchies 
that ever yet exiftedj and it is 
univerfally agreed to have been fo 

of 
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of the Roman. The fplcndour of 
the Romans in their publick build- 
ings, their facrifices, their temples, 
their triumphs, feafts, &c. it muft 
be allowed, was very great : but 
the real welfare of a people is not 
in the leaft concerned or connefted 
with thefe things. As a ftriking 
proof that it is not, no people, £ 
believe it will' be admitted, ever 
enjoyed more happinefs iii former 
times, than the inhabitants of the 
little commonwealths of Greece; 
nor do any in modern ones than 
the inhabitants of the Swifs can-> 
tons. This fuperior happinefs is not 
to be afcribed to power or fplen* 
dour, for they canngt pretend to 

cither 5 
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either ;c it is td be attributed,^ to^^ 
what will make any nation or anf 
people happf and refpefbed at all 
tinKS; it is to be imputed to the 
rulers in each ftate afting faith- 
fully by each other, and iti their 
refpcftive engagements with fo- 
reign power* ; in the higher dafies 
men fpending their time in the lAn- 
provement of iheit minds, and in ' 
endeavouring to promote the pub« ' ' 
Ikk good and their own eternal in- 
tereils; and in the lower claiTes 
being honefl:, frugal, and induf-' ' 
trious I in fhort, by a general de* * 
termination of the whole people to 
ftudy to be quiet and to mind thc^ir ^ 
own bufinefs. (r) The happineftof "^ • 

the 
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the Romans does not feem to have 
been fo great when Rome was 
CQafiderecl miftrefs of the world, as 
in th^ virtuous period of the com* 
monwealth, when, it is readily acr 
knowledged, there appeared many 
very noble and exalted chara£lers» 
Therefore their happinefs was not 
cauied by their fplendour or power, 
but was in proportion to their 
virtpe; which will ever be the 
cafe : for, in fpite of all the fubtle 
political maxims of Machiavel, the 
throne is eftablifhed by righteouf- 
nefs. The French nation, better 
than all the books in the world, 
practically prove the folly and 
futility of his theory, and that it is 

not 
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not to be cftablifhcd by wtckcdncfs, 
as he in many places dircdbly, and 
every where indireftly, inculcates^ j^. 
Hiftory proves how little connec- 
tion there is between greatnefs 
and happinefs : and as to the Ro- 
mans, how was it poffible that 
people could be happy, who were 
addiftcd to all manner of fenfual 
vices 5 who were of lb reftlefs arid 
ambitious a difpofition, that they 
were at war for the aftonifhing pe- 
riod of feven hundred years, with 
only three intervals of peace i 
whofe emperors were ufually flain 
or poifoned, reigning fo infecurely, 
that, out of fifty- feven fucceffive 
ones from Julius Csefar to Auguf- 
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tulus> thirtyrcight were murdered, 
only nineteen dying naturally ; in a 
Hate Where it was commonly the 
cuftom, upon the elevation of a new 
emperor, to kill all the friends and 
relations of his predeceffor ; where 
their minds were lb ill regulated, 
that mothers could defert and ex- 
pofe to death their helplefs off- 
fpring, noblemen could inhumanly 
ftarve their old faithful fervants; 
and where both men and women 
were of fo cruel a temper, that they 
confidered men*s flaying each other 
on a publick theatre, as the firft 
and greateft amufement they could 
partake of. Not to mention how 
much their happioefs mult have 

I been 
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been narrowed by. their ignorance of 
aftronomy, geography, and expe- 
rimental philofbphy, the ufe of 4ihc 
compafs, optical glafles, and the 
art of printing, hjw cooifortlcfs 
muft even a good man have been, 
in extreme advcrfuy, or on a fick 
bed, deprived of the hope or con 
folation arifing from the expedta- 
tion of a future life ? Therefore 
neither during life, nor at the hour 
of death, was their happinefs in any 
fort of proportion equal to that 
mankind have enjoyed fince the 
promulgation of the Golpel. 

Perhaps the greateft obftacle to 
the progrefs of genuine Chriftianity 
has been the idolatry of the Romifh 

church i 
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church ; which in fomc inftances 
is of a ranker fort than any that 
ever prevailed in Greece or Rome : 
for no Roman or Grecian prefumed 
to intrude into the feat of their God 
omnipotent, and to call himfelf in- 
fallible, or was guilty of fuch abo- 
minable blafphemy as to pretend to 
remit fin for a pecuniary confi- 
deration. Its faint worlhipf/^, pur- 
gatory, confeflion, and prohibition 
to the laity to read the fcriptures, 
have likewife greatly prevented the 
progrefs of real Chriftianity in 
that part of the world, where other- 
wife it would probably have flou- 
riftied in a high degree. But, not- 
withftanding the hypocrify and vi- 

I 2 cious 
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cious paffions of men> and the va- 
rious other impediments that have 
• obftrufted the real genuine pro- 
feflion and progrels of the religion 
of Chrift, it fhall now be my endea- 
vour to prove, that it has been the 
efficient caufe of giving glory to 
God, and of communicating peace 
and good will to man. On the 
birth of Chrift the heavenly Hoft 
declared it ihould do this; and 
where its dodtrines have been re- 
ceived and pradifed, this it hath 
done. 

To have a proper idea of the 
manner in which the Gofpel has 
promoted the glory of God, the 
former worlhip of the Heathens 

muft 
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muft be contrafted with that of 
a Chriftian. Figure to yourfelf 
iuch ads of adoration as the Ca- 
naanitc facrificing to Devils, and 
calling his child into the fiery image 
of his idol Moloch j the Egyptian 
worfhipping the bull Apisi the 
ungrateful and infenfible Jpw danc- 
ing round the golden Calf; the 
fanguinary altar of the Greek 
fmoaking with human gore; the 
impious and profane Roman ador- 
ing as God that bloody and impure 
monfter Caracalla; and then fee 
Latimer, Ridley, Tillotfon, Dod- 
dridge, Seeker, and ihoufands of 
the clergy and laity of this country, 
who kneel before the altar of God, 
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and, ^ith genuine piety and hu- 
mility, acknowledge they pofleis 
no faculty of body or mind, which 
ihry did not receive from His gra- 
cious and bountiful hand, and con- 
fefling they would have been as 
the duft on which they walk, if it 
had not pleafed Him to call chem 
into being ; that it is entirely to His 
fpontancous goodnefs they are in- 
debted for happinefe temporal or 
eternal, for health of body or peace 
of mind in this life» and for all hope 
or expeftation of felicity in the 
next. Confcioufnefs, not only of 
their imbecility and infignificancy, 
but of their natural depravity, cor- 
re£ts and prevents on one hand all 

pride 
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pride of heart, and prepares their 
mind for hunnble prayer : on the 
other, it is prepared for the praife 
of God by confideration, and re- 
flexion on His tranfcendent mercy, 
(hewn in their creation, preferva- 
tion, and redemption, in the pro- 
mifes He has been pleafed to make 
of favouring them with his grace, 
of comforting them under afflidtion, 
of not fufltring them to be tempted 
beyond a power of efcaping the 
temptation, and finally of allotting 
an immortal and ever enduring 
happinefs, through Chrift's merits, 
to fuch as diligently feek him. 
The humble and fincere worfhip of 
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a being, whofe mind is tlias ilia- 
mined by the truths of revelation, 
is as much fuperior to any heathen 
worfhip, as probably that of an 
angel may be to his worlhip. In a 
proper and abftraft fenfe it is not 
poflible to fuppofe that the glory of 
God can receive addition by the 
worfhip of man : but in a relative 
fenfe it may •, and in this laft fenfe 
it muft^furely be allowed, that the 
Gofpel, freeing men's minds from 
the fetters of polytheifm, idolatry, 
and fuperftition, and enabling them 
to worfhip God in fpirit and irt 
truth, has been adtually and imme^ 
diately the caufe of giving glory tb 

God 



God in the highcft, as far as it is 
poflible for a human creature to 
do fo. 

The doftrines of the Gofpel have 
been equally effedive in communi- 
cating peace to the mind of man ; 
of the truth of which, I am con- 
vinced, all thofe are fufBciently 
lenfible, who believe in them, and 
have tried their influence. So ex- 
tremely powerful are they ip calm- 
ing anguifli and diftrefs of mind, 
that there is juft reafon, from hiftory 
and the praftical experience of 
man, to aver, that they are capable 
of difarming the point and blunting 
the edge of the acuteft and mofl; 
agonizing afflidion that can pof- 

fibly 



[ I" 1 

fiUjr befal a human being. Nbr 
is it at all wondcrfid they Ihould 
poflfefs this power; for, do they 
not inform us, that this world is 
governed by an all-merciful as well 
as an all-wife Being, whofe ways, 
indeed, are not as our ways, and 
whofe thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, but who has the happinefs 
of His creatures in view, muft 
know the beft way to promote it, 
and, though He has declared that 
whom He loveth He chaftencth, 
He has equally been pleafed to de- 
clare, that all things fliall ulti- 
mately work together for good to 
thofe that love Him •, and who has 
promifed to be a rcwarder of thofe 

that 
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that will diligently fcek Him. Can 
any one poffibiy doubt whether He 
that made the eye. can fee ; or He 
that made the ear can hear ? of 
can any one queftion His power 
either to fave, deftroy, or relieve as 
He pleafes ? From the confidera- 
tion therefore of the fhort-fighted-* 
nefs of man, and his ignorance, 
whether what He deplores as an 
affliftion may not ultimately be for 
his benefit, and from the confidera- 
tion of the great love and mercy 
which God has declared He bears 
to the human race, and His irre- 
fiftible power to accomplifti what- 
ever He purpoles — from thefe con-* 
fidcrations, which arc fuggefted to 

the 



the reafon of man by revealed reli- 
gion, the mind is relieved, calmed, 
and becomes refigned and tranauil, 
under any and every misfortune 
that can aflfault it. 

As to the fuppofition that it is 
derogatory to the majefty and om- 
nipotence of God to attend to, or 
to interfere with, the low concerns 
and condud of man, the idea is of 
heathenifh extradbion. It is againft 
both the letter and fpirit of rcvela- ^ 
tion ; and, if admitted, at the fame 
time that it would diminifh out 
ideas of God's mercy and goodnefs, 
it would not at all increafc our ideas 
of his power ; it being a greater aft 
of omnipotence to govern and to 

attend 
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attend to all things in the univerfc, 
than only, to certain things in it. 
In the enumeration of the advan- 
tages man derives from revelation, 
it is impoffible not to remark the 
fuperiority in the terms of peace 
and happinefs held out to man by 
revealed religion over thofe offered 
to Him by any worldly fyftem 
whatever. This latter may propofe 
rriany fchemes of fenfuality and dif- 
fipation to thofe who are in high 
health and profperity : but what 
does it propofe to its votaries, when 
fick and in adverfity ? Like a falfc 
friend, it then deferts him. At 
the critical hour of diftrefs, and 
when affiftance is moft required, it 

affords 
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afibrds him no confolacion i the 
companions of his profperity then 
« forfakc him, the world triumphsover 
him^ heaven frowns upon him, and 
his own heart condemns him. In 
experimental philoibphy, when the 
end is not produced by the means, 
we always fufped there is an error 
fomewhere; and lince all mere 
worldly fyftems of happinefs, by 
the confellion of thofe who have 
tried them, do not accomplifh their 
purpofe, if we will aft rationally^ 
we ought on that account to difcard 
them, and try fome other plan. 
Revelation offers another and a 
better, profeffing that its ways are 
ways of pleafantnefs, and that all 

its 
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its paths are peace. It fets before 
us a fyftcm extremely favourable to 
the purfuics of all rational men, fa- 
vourable to all pleafures of an in- 
tellcftual nature, and which allows 
of thofe off::nfc within the reafona- 
ble bounds of moderation and inno- 
cence; a fyftem by which we may 
obtain peace of mind, and acquire 
the efteem and good-will of the 
worthy part of our fpecies, fecure 
the favour of God, and obtain im- 
mortal happinefs. * If we confine 
our views merely to this life,' what 
is it, as the pious Burnet obfervcs, 
in his Theory of the Earth, " but a 
** circulation of little mean aftions? 
** Wclie down, and rife again, drefs, 
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*^ and undrefsj feed and wax hungry, 
** work, or play, and .are weary ; 
*^ and then we lie down, and the 
circle returns. We fpend the day 
in trifles-, and when the night 
*' comes, we throw ourfelves into 
*' the bed of folly, amongft dreams, 
^' and broken thoughts, and wild 
** imaginations : our reafoR lies 
** afleep by us, and we are for the 
" time as arrant brutes as thofe 
•* that fleep in the ftalls or in the 
" field. Are not the capacities of 
" man higher than thefe ? and 
ought not his ambition and ex- 
peftations to be greater ? Let us 
** be adventurers for another world; 
^^ 'tis at kail a fair^ and nobie 
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'* chance ; and there is nothing in 
** this worth our thoughts, or our 
" paffions: if we (hould be difap- 
** pointed, we arc ftill no worfe than 
** the reft of our fellow mortals : 
** and if we fucceed in our expec- 
" tations, we are eternally happy." 
Another eminent fuperiority in 
the fyftem of human happinefs fug. 
gefted by revelation over every 
worldly fyftem, is, that (as far as it 
is yet pofliblc to be proved) it ac- 
compliflies its pretenfibns, becaufc 
its end and its means always cor- 
refpond, and are never at variance; 
and as this hath not been accom* 
pliftied by any fyftem devifed by 
the rcafon of man, revelation was 

K necelTary 
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>necefibry to poiat omcxbeu 
.peace and kappinefkca each iixli- 
vidualj by informii^ him of their 
conftttuent parts j ahd of ^ coutfe 
of life in which they were to beob- 
tained. The religion of Clirift has 
been equally fuccefsful ia promot- 
ing the publick peace of mankind. 
Before its mild and inoSenfive doc- 
trines prevailed, the human fpecies 
were chiefly either warriors, or wan- 
derers, like the prefent Arabs and ^ 
Tartars. Thefe new do£fcrines of 
peace, fo evidently connected- with 
the happinefs of man, being equal- 
ly received by the barbarous Goth 
or Scythian, by Attila and Odoacer, 
as well as by the polilhed Roman, 

detached 
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idefiachcd' the inhabitants of £urope 
from their eternal purfuit of war, 
and inclined them to a fettled refi- 
"dcncc. Its gehtle and benevolent in- 
fluenceftillincreafing, and itsufeflil 
add beneficial eflfefb to fociety being 
more and more felt, by degrees the 
princes^ of the modern world were 
led by it to the idea of eftablifliing 
that famous balance of power, which 
keeps themfelves in awe, and the 
world in order ^i;<^. So that though, 
iince that eftabli(hment> there have 
been wars enough, and more than 
enough; yet there have likewife been 
1 long intervals of peace in every nation 
. lin. Europe i which has allowed that 
^ikifure and quiet (formerly denied) 
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to phibibphers, tQ.inveiUgate an^ 
improve thofe arts and fciences^ 
which contribute to the welfare, 
and do fo much honour to the inteU 
ka, of man. As an obvious proof 
how much more peaceable 'mankind 
have been, in confcquence of the 
cftablifliment of Chrillianity, thece 
have been few wars fince that pe- 
riod, that have lafted between any 
of the contending powers longer 
than from ten to twenty years, a 
peace fucceeding which continued 
probably nearly as long : whereas, 
from the foundation of Rome to 
the battle of Adium, a period of 
rather more than feven hundred 
years, the Romans were perpetually 

at 
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a^ Vai*, with only three intermit 
iiohs; the temple of Janus hisiring 
been 6hly three times Ibut in fo 
many centuries. 

It is now incumbent on me t6 
prove, that the Chriftian Religion 
has been produftive of good will^as 
well as of peace, to man. And here 
it may juftly give every native of 
this favoured ifle pleafure to re- 
fleft that the ftrongcft mark of it, 
that has been ever given by man to 
man, fince the creation^, may with 
truth be felefted from this king- 
dom. The natives of other coun- 
tries have excelled as well as our- 
ftlves in fcience and in war : - but 
What country but this encircles m 
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its Bienevokflt khd cTiirltailile 'iFmi,'' 
every poor, naked, and litingx^ 
pcribn within its confines? What 
nation but England has, or, lihce' 
the earth's circuit round the fun, 
ever had, an eftaWilhment by laW 
. for a conftant and permanent relief of • 
its poor ? This may be termed the 
triumph of Chriftianity, the moft 
glorious and iplendid effedb of it' 

• ■ 

ever yet dilplayed on earth, and is 
beyond all comparifon the brighteffi' 
emanation of human perfeftion that' 
was ever exhibited to the world. 
It accomplifhes, in fo bold and 
maftcrly a manner, the exprefs will 
of God, and carries h\in1an excel- 
lence to fo very high a pitch, that, 

without 
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'without the.Ieaft hyperbole, it is a 
fit pbjedt for the obfervation and ad- 
miration of angels, that fo fallen, 
fo felfifh an animal as man fhould 
ever have meditated, eftabliflied, 
and never difcontinued for above 
two hundred years, fo difinterefted, 
fb godlike an inftitution ; one, 
that, having for its objed: the con- 
ftant feeding, clothing, and reliev- 
ing, millions from want and diftrefs, 
is a direiSt and immediate draught 
from the providence of God Him- 
fclf ; and, without all doubt, is the 
dofeft and cxafteft copy of it, the 
world ever yet i)eheld f wj. Thus 
the religion of Chrift has been the 
aAual and pofitive caufe pf giving 

K4 glory 
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gibty to God" hfit^ higheft^^4ttd.of 
communicating peace and gooctwitt 
to man. 

* In this effay it was intended to 
prove that a difcovery of the will of 
God to man -was eflfentiaUy ne- 
ccffary for the vindication of the 
honour of God's name, and for the 
promotion of man's happinefe. The 
following IS a recapitulation of the 
arguments employed for that pur- 
pofe. By revelation, a lenfelefe, 
impious idolatry has been abo- 
liihed, and a fublime mode of ado- 
ration prefcribed, by which man is 
admitted to an awful intercourfe 
with. God, and is empowered to 
worfhip Him in fp^irit and in truth; 

motives 
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motfres' ari fuggcfted to the mine} 
bf man fufficiently flrong to engen- 
der a real truft and confidence in 
God^ and perfonal obligations are 
pointed out^ of a nature to create ii| 
his mind a real genuine love for 
Him* Man is thereby informed of 
his origin and probationary ftate, 
and of that glorious deftiny^ which> 
if it is not his own faulty willj 
through his Saviour's merits, be 
hereafter awarded him. By revela- 
tion he is furniflied with folid mo- 
tives and reafbns to love mercy, 
and to fhew it on all proper occa- 
fions to his fellow creature; every 
intemperate and impure, every 
barbarous and cruel paflion is re- 
probated^ 
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probated, evoy geoerofQ^ onef c^ 
joined. By jts dodrihe of a futui:^ } 
ftatCi and of the rewards and punUhn 
ments of^that ftate^ revelation ha^. 
placed in the mind of man, a cpuor , 
terpoife fufficiendy powerful to curb, 
and deprefs his. bad paflionsj^ and 
has fuggefted motives ftrpng enough . 
to impel into adion his good ones f 
thofe finer virtues of the human 
foul connedted with loi/e to God^ 
and benevolence to man, which , 
previous to revelation lay there dor- 
mant and inaftive C^)* Thus all . 
effential knowledge, and all efTential 
excellence in man's charafter, is dcr, 
rived from revelation, and rnay bp, 
fairly and truly afcribed to its in-^j 

fluence. 
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flts^o^i dbftrinfes and injundtions; 
H6#ever - fome may cavil . at the 
ScHpt)Lii*es, they cannot deny that 
we are indebted to them for all the 
fublinie and important data I have 
mentioned; and as all thefe re- 
dound to the honour of God, and 
to the welfare of man, no one who 
conQders God as gracious and mer- 
ciful, as well as omnipotent, can 
rationally maintain that the revela- 
tion of His will, which we poITefs, 
is bViWorthy the majefty of God, or 
that it is any imputation on the 
moft improved reafon of man to 
believe in it. -Indeed, how wonder- 
fully has the orbit of man's reafon 
been enlarged and extended by 
' revelation! 
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ftvclatioii! Inftead of its being 
confined to the narrow revolution oE 
this little planet^ the fublime intellb 
gence fhe derives from the religion 
of Chrift enables her to foar a 
celeftial flight, to afcend to heaven 
itfelf. She is even invited by it to 
approach the throne of God^ and 
is fuffered to contemplate at pre* 
fent that exquifite happinefs^ which, 
through Chrift's merits, fhe will 
hereafter for ever enjoy from a 
vifion of God's prefence, and from 
being permitted to witncfs the 
manifeftation and difplay of his 
goodnefs, wifdom, and greatnefsj-in 
the government of the univerfe. 
In this manner is the reafon of man 

improved 
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isnproved and exalted by revcla- 
fion; and- in what nobler employ- 
ment can her faculties poffibly be 
engaged, than in that which revealed 
religion fuggefts and recommends— 
an employment, which has for its 
SUBJECT the inveftigation and con- 
templation of the mercies and at- 
tributes of Almighty God ; for its 
OBJECT, the attainment of God's 
favour, by obeying His will and 
worfhipping Him in Ipirit and in 
truth; and for its end, the im- 
provement of man's nature in this 
world, fo as to qualify him for the 
vifion of God and the enjoyment of 
eternal happinefs in the world to 
come, 

NOTES. 
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deuce of die prophet Jeremiah iu Egjq^ 
and likewiie that of the remainder of the 
Jews, whom the King of Babylon had 
left in Judea, could not leave the Egyp- 
tians ignorant of dbe Jewiih concemsjn 
generaL There can, I think, b& no 
doubt but the Egyptian Priefts (who 
were by far the moft learned men then in 
the world, and inquifitive in all theo- 
logical matters} would obtaiu copies of 
the writings of Mofes. . About thi9 pe- 
riod Pythagoras travelled, into Egypt) 
from whence he is fuppo{bd to. h;tf e 
brought thefe traditions into Greece. 
By his difciples they were, it is imaginedi 
communicated to Socrates, who comsra- 
nicated them to Plato. Plato^ that he iotght 
be more perfeftly inftrudbd in ;.thera, 
went himfelf into Egypt \ and. from this 
fource, it is very reafbnable to. fuppofe, he 

acquired 
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aeqinred the knowledge of ftat' tradttion 
-He calls facred. 



ft^ 6, note (b). It is neceflary in 

^is phce to reconcile the apparent difa-^ 

greement in the language St. Paul held 

to die Athenians and Romans on the fub- 

je€t of their ignorance and knowledge of 

God. When he oWcrved at Athens Ae 

altar on which was the infcription,' ** To 

«< the unknown God," he tells themj 

** Whom ye igncMrandy worfhip, Hiitt 

• declare I unto you." This itilcriptioii 

it fcmewhat fimilar to diat on die temple 

cf Sais in Egypt ; ^ I am whatever hath 

^ heen, and is, and fiial) be ; and no mor- 

*^td hath yet pierced throu^ die veil 

^th^ fliroilds ime.'' ' Under diis de- 

firription, die literate Egyptians worlhip- 

|ied*the fitpreme G«d, Creator suid abfo^ 

L lute 
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lute Lord of all: tfain|^.in> hexven^flii 
earth, by the title of Amnion. or flaai** 
mon*^ and under the titk.of the ^Un^ 
U known God,'' the literate Greeks wot*^ 
fhipped their Jupiter, Zeus or Upatos; as 
the literate Romans worshipped Him 
under the title of Deus Opdmus Maxi- 
musi each of thefe nations confidering' 
Him as fupreme Lord of aU thinga in 
heaven and earth> the Creator of gods 
and men.. Now that St. Paul knew 
that the literate Athenians had a know* 
ledge of God's eflence to a certain degrees- 
is inconteftiUy proved by his referring 
them to their own poets ; ^^ for in Him we 
' ^^ live, and move, and have our being ; as 
^^ certain aifo of your own poets have fiud." 
The knowledge therefore diat St. Paul at 
thb time meant to communicate to theoif 
was not the knowledge of GodV ooxni* 

(cience 
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ftranor or omnipotence, for this they 
kacw already ;< btit it was the knowledge 
peculiarly revealed by the Gofpel of Chrift, 
which may be inferred from his fubfe- 
quent addrefs to them 5 " He hath appoint- ' 
*f ed a day, in the which he will judge 
** the worid :in righteoufnefs, by that 
•^Jvlan whom he hath ordained ; whereof' 
*VHc hath given affurance unto all' men, 
*^'in ithtat He hath raifed Him from the' 
",^dead." When they heard of the ,rc- 
furredion of the deadifome mocked] and 
others faid, ** We will hear thee agdin on 
**^is matter." Thus St. Paul's oration Was 
chiefly to inform them of what indeed ' 
they were entirely ignorant, namely, that " 
this. life was- a ^ate* of probation, and 
that diiy were, after this life, to - rife 
again, and on a. day appointed by God to 
be £aroug^t to judgment* St. Paul after- 
•» . A 12 ward» 
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vrards communicated to the Rcnani the 
£unc Gofpei information, though he dc- 
preisly tells tiiem they knew GocL There 
is therefore in the Apoftle'slamguage (mif 
a.n apparent, but no real difagrcements 
for both the literate Greeks andKomaos 
knew fufficiently the nature of God^ to he 
fenfible that His worihip was proiuitdby 
the idolatrous worihip ^ fixe Tulg^, 
though they were equally ignorant with 
the vulgar of the invaluable truths com* 
municated by revelation. 

Page 7, note (c). Sec CudwortlH p. 357. 

Page 7, Mte (d). It is very dear from 
the writings of Plato, that both himfelf 
and Socrates admitted a plurality of 
Godsj In his Timaeus, he adually 
aflerts that plurality, declaring, not only 

ihc 
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tiie Am aiK^moDn,' but like wife the earth 
itfelf to be animated, and to be a God or 
Goddefs: moreover in his book of J^aws^ 
and his Epinomis, which is faid to have 
httn \rritten in his old age, he much in- 
iifts^ upon the divinity of the fun, moon, 
smd ftars; and complains of the young 
iludehts of Athens, for being fo much 
infe3ed with the Anaxagorean doSrine, 
as to entertain a contrary opinipn. That 
Socrates v«fas likewife conformable to the 
Pagan religion and worfliip, not only ap- 
pears from his requeuing his friends, 
with his iaft dying words, and after he 
had drank poifon, to offer a votive cock 
for him to ^fculapius, and from his 
having facrificed to the Pythian Apollo, 
but likewife from his Apology, in which 
he profefles to acknowledge the fun, 
moon, and ftars, for Gods, condemning 

L 3 tlie 
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the c<»ntrAry do£trine 'Off-Anaxagorit^-ai 
irrationat andabfurd. — Cod worth , pV^466^ 

• Page 10, n$te (e). Arillomehes bSere^ 
three hundred men in facrifice t<y Ju- 
piter of Ithome, among whom was The-i 
opompus King of Sparta. And Plu- 
tarch informs us, that Themiftocles of- 
fered men in (acrifice to propitiate the 
Gods in his war with the Perfians*— Pld-* 
tarch in Themift. and Patterns A'ntlquH' 
tics of Greece, vol. i. p. 2i8. "* ^-^ 
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Pa^ II, nott(f), Caracallawafcfirchti' 
wretch, that he intended to have put his"* 
own father to death, as he a£tuaily did^^ 
his brother Geta, in his mother's armSj- 
killing the friends and dependants of^ 
his father and brother, to the compirty' 
ed amount x>f twenty thoufknd perlbhs;^^ 

Commodus 
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CooiQiodus debauched his own £fter$i 
aod^kept three, handred boys for his uuf 
natural luft* And the Emprefs Faiiftina, 
though conibrt to the Emperor Marcus 
Antoninus, proftituted herfelf in the nv)A 
publick and notgrious manner to a com- 
mon gladiator. ,^ 

Page 18, noU (g). Plutarch, in his 
life of Ariftides, mentions indeed a bAy 
which feems to contradi6l this opinion: 
he relates that, when Mar$]onius tlie 
Perdan aflaulted the Grecian army, Pau- 
ianias the Lacedaemonian general offered 
iacriiice, and finding it not acceptable* to 
the Gods, he commanded the Lacedae* 
monians to lay down their fhields, and 
make no refiftance, but attend to bis 
directions. They obeyed, and, though 
the Periian horfe charged, fufiered them- 

L 4 felves 
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fdves to be flain in their raakss t31^ 
tfaer iacrifice being offered, ^idi proni 
propttioiis, the augur foretold yi^or]^ 
Notwithftanding Plutardi's credit as att 
faiftorian is very great, tbis rdbttioii feemf 
incredible upon any other prindpi*' 
tban that of Paufanias having a fet cl * 
ndutinous foldiers in his army, whom be* 
wiflicd to get rid of, by placing them in^ 
the foremoft ranks. 

Page 19, Mfi (b). There is fometfaifig* 
fo extremely puerile 'and ridiculouis ip 
theie marks of Pagan fuperftidon, tittt' 
they would be incredible, unlels biftoij: 
acquainted us with the whole ceconomy 
of them, and dut a particular augur 
(Pullarius) early in the morning, ihrflfv 
commanding a general filence, ordered 
the coop, or penn, where thefe chickens 

were 
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Wfijl^keiM:, to ^ opened) and thsew-dovra 
ar handful of crumbs or corn* If tho 
chickens did not immediately run flut- 
tricing to the ];neat, if they icattered it 
m^ ^eir wings, if they went by without 
taking nptice cf it, or if they flew awa]^ 
^ omen was reckoned unfortunate : 
but if they leaped immediately from the 
penn, and eat fo greedily as to let fome of 
the meat drop from their mouths on the- 
pavement, every thing fuccefsful and for- 
tiuiafie was to be cxpeiked. It was 
eqnallj^ among others a fortunate prognof-' 
tide, if the bull, when £u:rificed, wagged, 
bis tail. — Kennet's Roman Antiquities* 

Page 22, notg (i). PotteFs Greciaik> 
uities. 



fHfi Hi note (k). That the Pagan» 

afcribed 
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aicribed human paffions, affedtiaDi, and 
frailties to their GodS) isabundandjrckar 
from Komer, and likewife from Hefiodi 
who informs 11% that when Jupiter decried 
At great and iblemn oaifa of the -Gods 
fliould be that by the Stygian Lake» he' 
ordained) that if any God fwore falfely, he 
ihould be debanred the ufe of neSari 
and be deprived of his divinity for ooe* 
hundrcd years. — Potter*s Antiquities^ 
vol. i, p. 248. 

Pj^ 35« Mott(l). Solomon traded to 
the £aft Indies. The Egyptians, Phce*.* 
nicians, Carthaginians, and Tyrians car- 1 
ricd on a great commerce, and eipecia}l]iF>. 
Ptolenixus PhiladelphuS) of whom Athe^ 
nsus fays, (lib. v. p. 203) that, befides* 
Ax fcore galleys of an extraordinary fize, 
he had more thao four tbouland (hips, 

Jcept 



[ 155 ] 

kept for the fervice of the ftate and die 
improvement oF trade. 






Page 26, «tf/^ (m). The library at 
Alexandria, originally founded by Ptolemy 
Soter^ was increafed by the princes of 
hh race, till at laft it contained feven 
liutidred thoufand volumes, four hundred 
tboiifand of which w6re in that quarter of 
the .city called Bruchion, and three hun- 
dred thoufand in a library called Serapion. 
In the war between Caefar and the Alex- 
andrians, the. library of Bruchion was 
confumed, but that of Serapion was not' 
damaged* And to this library Cleo-- 
patra added two hundred thoufand vo-- 
lumes, prefented to her by Mark Anthony. 
This valuable library fubfifted till the 
yev of our Lord 642^ continually unfold- 
ing^'its dreafures to the learned: when 
::-• Alexandria, 
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Alexaiulriat in that y^| ms taken b/ 
the Saracens. John furnamed the Gram-, 
marian was much efteemed by Amri- 
£bnol-as, the Saracen general^ and.requeft- 
ed him to beftow on him diis library.. 
Amri (aid he muft firft obuin leaye of bis 
mafter Omar, to whom he accordingly 
wrote. Omar's anfwer was, that, if thofe 
books contained the. (ame dodrine with 
the Koran, they could not be of any uTe^ 
as the Koran was fufficient, and com-' 
prehended all neceflary truths : but if 
they contained any particulars contrary 
to that book, they ought to be deftroyod* 
In confequence of this anfwer they were 
all condemned to the flames, without 
farther examination, and for that purpofe 
were diAributed to the keepers of the 
publick bagnios, where for the fpace of 
fix months they were vifed for fuel, in- 

ftcad 
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{lead of wood.-^RoUia*s Ancient Hift. 
vbl; Vii. p. 209. 

Page 43, note (n). If this inference be 
juft',\row fingulariydoes it provef the ac- 
complifhment of the following prophecy 
df- Jeremiah : "They fhall teach no 
**'more every man his neighbour, and 
'* «vcry man his brother, (aying, Know 
^< the Lord ; for they fhall all know me, 
" firom the Icaft of them unto the grcateft 
^ of them, laith the Lord." This pro- 
phecy Was delivered more than fix hun- 
dred years before die promulgation of 
the Gofpel, which, by its general diffli* 
ram of the knowledge of God to die poor, 
and the lowed: clailes of mankind, coM- 
pielely fulfils it : but it is impoffible to' 
apprehend its for^e' or beauty, without 
fome knowledge of heathen mythology* 

The 
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TM 'i;)ritfts and literate men of Egypt^ 
Greece, and Rome, took all imaghiable> 
care to conceal the knowledge of the 
true God from die vulgar^ and at the 
fame thane that d^ey boafted of this knoiiA- < 
ledge themfelves, they defpifed others for: 
their ignqrance of it* Reaibns faairei^ 
been already afligned why the poor never ; 
w^uld have known religious* truth with^^'J 
out the interpc^don of; God^ and our 
Saviour bimfelf makes; iu general com- 
munication a proof of His divm^miffion :-- 
for yi^hei)- Jphn- s difciplcs came to afk Him 
who He Wa^ among other criteriofis ^^ 
by. which He proves jiimfelf the Meffiaby^ 
Hc,,%s to die difciples of John, « Telt 
** him^ the poor havethcGofpel preached 
** to them." Origen, who was himfelf an 
Egyptian by. birth, informs us that thfe 
Egyptians had two fpeeies of theology, * 

the 
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the one arcane and recondite,, which waft 
eoncealed from the vulgar, and commoni^ 
cated only to kings, priefts, and learned 
men ; die other adapted to the under- 
ftandings of the lower clailes of the peo« 
pie,* cooflfting of mere extemal-fymbols 
and- ceremonies* And, in his theological 
conteft with Celfus, he further obferves; 
what we have now affirmed concemir^ 
the difference betwixt the wile and ig* 
norant men of Egypt i!nay be equally &id 
of the Ferfians, amongft^ whom, as well as 
theSyrians and Indians, religious rites are 
performed rationally by thofe who are in- 
genious, whilft the fiiperficial vulgar iock 
na> further in the obfervation of tbem, 
than to the external (ymbol or ceremony. 

-Page 47, nate (9)^ See Plato'ft Eur 
thyptiron. 

Page 
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re. «=r > '. See 2 Toy degat 
2^r m IfexcacT, bj Dr. Lancaftcr, in 
t:;* ttt ymuaxe of Fugitive PieceSi 



. i^ ?5. Tsnr / '• Tbc dnnfier of 



CjcIIiw h xxjfla, chst of die htt 
r^ixs? ^' CVesss 3L gxxSeiu dmesi and 
3« c-.ncm^ ,Y ±B Fceoch Conventionat 
sbs -Rciserc sre mpnfitions of the tntfk 



of ±kS 7ss-.;rt. It waJd be hjppj if no 
;*cm:; inT«^ jce out France exhibited 
£.ci ev&srua. Is d&s caaaXTjj nt 
;uv^ Ks« mi 93 ftee, z great deal too 
RorJr vY ±is rxiccs ambitioa ; wefte it| 
jc :!y.^ hccr« cx nr?:rrg aficmUxcs of tbe 
f c ^ r &t f.T cae ct;t cl s pqrp o fe of JaSasi* 



"^: nj c::..^yj^nr, ciuseoiozi, and fe- 
cirkr,^ chrcufhcct the nation; plunging 
i» cr^torous «i^ger into the rtrj heart 

d 
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^ England, by revealing ftate mforma- 

:aon, correfpohding with her enemies, 

and concerting plans for her deftrudion 

as an empira. Can there be a man in 

the ifland fa infatuated as not to fee 

dirougb the felfilh ambition of thefe men, 

4hat their views are (blely and exclufively 

^eir own ielf-aggrandizement, and that, 

^ accompKfh this, they are ready and 

willing to &crifice King, Lords^ and 

Comm<ms, the conftitution of the realm, 

arid the welfare arid property of every 

lloneft man and loyal fubje^ in the 

kingdoin ? Lord Bacon obferves, that 

tiiere are men in the world capable ol 

fetting another man's houfe on fire, to 

roftft their own eggs. Thefe are the 

loien, more abandoned than the inebriated 

Tbak, who fired, or caufed to be fired, 

tberiplendid palace of Po^polis. Thefe 

••• M ambitious 
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ambitious <men) without her excufe, wOuU 
fire a much nobler palace, the auguft and 
venerable fabrick of the Englifh confti- 
tution; that palace, where civil and reli^ 
gious liberty, where humanity, mercy, 
juftice, and the fine arts refide : all thefe, 
and the palace itfelf they would burn, 
from the mere principle of felf-aggran- 
dizement, with as little remorfe as Nero 
did Rome ; and then, adding the hypocrify 
of Cromwell to the wickednefs of Catiline, 
they would impute the conflagration to 
his majefty's minifters, with exaftly the 
fame truth as Nero imputed that of 
Rome to the Chriftians. 

. Page no, note (r)^ A maxim not to 
be found in the politics of Machiavel, 
but perhaps of more real ufe to a fiate 
than any on^ be has written i and if the 

French 
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French nation bad paid proper afiznlioii to 
it, their own hs^inds, and that of Europe, 
l¥Ould not have been diminiibed ; neither 
would they be conGderedy as thej now 
are, a fet of athriftical monfiers, and 
fa'.^ge men, that, like fo many wild beaib, 
require to hz chained down for the re- 
pofc and Security of nxankind. 

Page 112, notg (s). Illachiavel par- 
ticularly recooimends that his Prince 
(hould not be in&ruSed in religion, the 
principles of which, he pretends, enen'ate 
the n:irid, and diiqualify it for all noble 
enterprifes; in odier words, it prevents 
his being a tyrant and a murderer, which 
the fort o^ great men in xhc eftimation of 
MsKUuavel (who was himleif put to the 
torture as a confpir^tor/ ufiially are. It 
is to be hoped the reafon of man, improved 

M 2 b? 
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by religion, will, fomc time or other, rife 
fuperior to that barbarous Gothic preju- 
dice (which ftill very much enflaves it) of 
annexing as much or more efteem to the 
deftroyers, than they do to the benefaftors 
of mankind. 

Page X15, note (t). The faint wor- 
flrip in the Romifh church is juft as ido.- 
latrous as Pagan worfbip; for Plutarch 
informs us of the creed of the literate 
Pagans in this particular ^ in his treatife on 
Ifis and Ofiris; in which he remarks, that 
philofophers honoured the image of God 
in inanimate things, by which means 
they afcended to the Deity ; but did not 
confider thefe inanimate things as God ; 
as there is but one God and 6ne Provi- 
dence. But all worihip in which man 
kneels before any image or faint, is idola- 

trous> 
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f rous, and eftranges the heart from GoJ, 
and is fo reprefented in the Scriptures by 
the prophet Ezekiel : " their heart is 
** eftranged from me through their idols." 
As a remarkable proof that the lower 
' clafs of people in the Romifh church 
pay even more honour to their faints 
than to God, a man in Ireland was 
brought before a magiftrate on a charge 
of theft; and being fworn on the Bible, he 
declared himfelf innocent But when the 
perfon who accufed him, defired he might 
be fworn by the faint whom he adored, 
the man pofitively refufed ; nor could he 
by any means be induced to do fo, but 
confefled himfelf guilty of the fa£t. 

Page 131, note (u). Here it may be 
aflced, what poffible conne£Hon can there 
be between the doctrines of a revealed re- 
ligion, 
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ligion, and die balance of power ? I an- 
fwer> juft die fame as between the tea 
thrown overboard at Boflon in America, 
and the French revolution. In both 
cafes they may be confidered as feeds» 
which gradually produced their refpe£live 
fruits of peace and war. 

Page 135, note (w). I have heard Ft 
obferved, that the provision made for the 
poor of this kingdom is not, upon the 
whole, beneficial either to the poor them- 
felves, or the ftate. Thofe who make 
this remark, I apprehend, have never fuf- 
ficiently confidered the fubje<3, and, I 
am perfuaded, have never feen the poor of 
great fiates, fuch as France or Germany, 
or even of Ireland. Probably the extreme 
mlfery of the poor in the former countries, 
and the frequent infurredllons in the lat- 
ter, 
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tCTj arc, is great sxafiirc, to be alcribcd 
to the wzjtt ci foA aa inflkutioa; and 
die (iiperior yiiitfam <if honc fly and in- 
tegrity in iht poor (sf Ex^land (tiboogli 
that wiD TCTJ wdl admit of inrrrafe) 
over the poor 00 the continmty wdl 
known to thofe who fa^re made the com- 
pariAm, ts to be attrftnfiod, inooincxxi- 
fiderabie degree, to oor humane piorifioa 
for the poor ; and by which the idi^dom 
is not in the leaft ii^nred: for e?ciy 
fhillii^ thns charitably a dv a n ced, being 
fpent in England, it drcabtes and difle- 
minates every wheie, in the moft bene- 
ficial way poffible, penrafiog eveiy county, 
city, and village, and may be compared to 
a thouiand (mall rivulets, watering the 
profitable field of intcma! conmieice, a 
fpedes of traflkk, of aD otheis, die moft 
beneficial to a ftate. It is impoflR>le to 

prevent 



